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H E Holy Scriptures do a- 
aPooy diſcover the * Wo- 
: F Condition of Man in hts lapſed, 
| falle n, State 5 fo long as he continues 
' in that his Apoſtacy from God, he 
| can bayve no well-grounded Fhpes 
Salvation in another World. * 
Eph. 2. Without God, and with- 
out Hope in the World. Such are 
 faid in this World, Jer. 32, 33 To 
turn on God the Back, and not the 
| Face. This being the preſent 1 Po- 
ſure of Han in his State of N ature, 
'7Is mndi/ penf ably Neceſſary that 
there be a Return ts that God, How, 
A 2 and 


————— — on S # = -» 1» + + Sogn rondiigerren 
— JT = fx — = *r _— m—— = 
” —<”——_ Re AAR : E 


ny 


—_—  —_ FOI Ed 
yo <p 


q _ m_—_ : -_ — 
_ 4 
> Z _ —  — -— a— - — 
_ —__—_— 


- Ws _ 
, P. Cn os i 


' andin what Way and Manner, this 
ts to be done, thoſe Diſcourſes that® 
; are Written on Converſnn ( and(Þ 
this among the reſt) do deſign toi 
 fhew. n [ 
 Butwhena Man is truly convinc'd} 
of Sin, and ſees himfelf under theſ 
Curſe and Sentence of the Law, 'tis no 
eaſe thing for him to perſuade him-| 
 felf, or for others to perſuade him,| 
that theres Hope in Iſrael concern-Þ 
ing his Soul. They only do account. 
it an eaſte thing to Believe on Chriſt, 
who never were acquainted with. 
themſelves : Hence it ts, that thef 
Sacred Records of the Old and New 
Teſtament furniſh us with Inſtances} 
7 great Sinners brought Home tf 
70d, and accepted of him; among 
which Inſtances this before us ts 
| one of the moſt Notable, in which 
the Holy Ghoſt does evidently drivel 
_ at this Deſign, to make it more 


eafie | 
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+ this the Senſe of the Church of God 


The Preface. 
W caſte to r1/ang Generations to believe. 
Paul tells us, for this very Reaſon, 
E the All-wiſe God ſuffer d the Corrup- 
# tion of his Nature to run out ſo far, 
| and then to bring him Home, 1 Tim. 
1.16, That in me firſt Jeſus 
| Chriſt might ſhew forth all 
| Long-ſuftering, for a Patern to 
- them which ſhou'd hereafter 
| believe on him to everlaſting 
| Life. Remarkable is that Paſſage of 
* oneof the Apoſtolick Fathers, Oiruc ids 
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Neither was 


| in thoſe Days only, but with an 


alike agreeableneſs to our Purpoſe, |! 
Þ the ſame Dofrine continued to be |! 


| preachid up for above a Thouſand 


| 
| 
4 


| Years after the former Teſtimony. 


Y Barnabz Efiſ?. Cath. P. "ws Oxoniz, 1685. 
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many Flinderers in our Way to Hea-P 
ven, but few that care to go thi-| 
ther themſelves, and fewer ſtill that Þ. 
are . helping others thither. I have 
penn'd "Theſe Meditations that If 
might contribute ſomewhat thereun- , 
to, and might be Inſtrumental, with 
John the Baptiſt, to turn the 
Hearts of poor periſhing ;SinnersÞ 
unto the Lord their God, 
Luke I. 15, 16. He ſhall be great] 
in the Sight of the Lord. 
Then it follows, He ſhall turn 
the Hearts of many of theſþ 
Children of Iſrael unto thef 
Lord their God! Lo! Truef 
Greatneſs | What is it! This 1s the 
-only Greatneſs that Miniſters of Chriſt 


" TheophylaR. in Loc, P. 485. F, 14 
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e Preface. 


© ould Pretend to, and be Ambitious 
© of. O! How much ſweeter ts thisy 
- than to be engag'd in Religious De- 
F bates and Contenticns ?® And when 
© all is ſaid upon a Controverſies, the 
| Queſtion may be asked, Cui Bono? 
| What Good do they ? For Men will 
generally hold their own ſtill: 
* There will ever be a deal of un= 
 mortified Pride and Paſſion in the 
- Hearts of Men, that when con» 
* futed, they are not convinced, and 
| think it diſhonourable to yield them= 
. ſelves miſtaken, But the Matters 
| here before us are of a more pleaſant 
| and delightful Nature, as well 
as greater and more mighty Con- 
| cernment, to all thoſe who account 
| Salvation and Damnation of weight 
| enough to deſerve a Share in their 
' moſt ſerious Thoughts. fl 
' And as it is of ſuch Concernment. |! 
in it ſelf, ſo alſo that it be ſpeedily \| 


4 done. 
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done. O! How can Poor Loft Souls 

Reſt, or be Quiet, how can they | 
' be Merry and Jocund, till they | 
' know how it will go with 'em to E- Þ 
ternity ® Before I take my Leave of 
em, I do Befeech them in the Bow- | 
els of Chriſt, to go aſide, and fit | 
- down, and ſeriouſly Read what is 
'-zn their Hand ; then adding Prayer | 
to God, that if theſe Things be ſo, þ 
he would cauſe them to fee them in þ 
bis Light ;, that they may underſtand 
the Things that belong to their | 
Peace before they be hid from their ( 
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So Prays thy Soul's Servant, | 


for Jeſus Sake, 


Tho. Shepherd. 
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LUKE-XIX-2, 2, 3;4- 


\ And Feſus entred,and paſſed through 
Jericho. And behold, there was 
a Man named 'Zaccheus, which 
was the Chief among the Publi= 
cans, and hewas Rich. And he 
ſought to ſee Feſus who he was, 
and could not for the Preſs, be- 
cauſe be was little of Stature. And 
he ran before, and climbed up in a 
Sycomore Tree, to ſee him; for he 
was to paſs that Way. 


b- E have here an Account of the | 
' Converſion of a very great | 
and ſcandalous Sinner. *Tis #1 


| obſervable, that the God of all Grace Ii} 


; does generally chuſe ſuch 5 he ſees 


As5 oft- i} 


: 
| 
i! 
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| oft-times to ſingle out the very worſt 
| from the whole Herd of Mankind, and 
| to theſe he delights to diſplay the Riches 
of þ1s Glorious Grace. 
I would firſt open the Words, in which 
we have, 


1. The Place to which our Lord goes, 
on purpoſe that he might Convert this þ 
Sinner, to Jericho, called the City of Þþ 
Palar-Trees, becauſe ſituated in the midſt F 
of a Plain full of Palm-Trees; a Plain 
Nine Leagues long, Five broad. The 
laſt Kings of Judea took great Pleaſure 
and; Delight in adorning and beautify- 

Ing this City with Sumptuous and State- 
\. ly Bnildings; here Herod the Great had 
a very fine Palace ; 'twas a Neat Town, 
very Populous, and very Wicked. 

'  Thither Jeſus goes with a Deſign to 
Convert a Sinner ; (0! What Care and 

Pains the Lord takes to fetch wandring 
Sinners Home? ) And him the greateſt 
Sinner 1n all the Town : Our Saviour 
{ays afterwards, that he came to ſeek 
and to fave that which was loſt, and 
{o it appears by this Story. 

2, The Convert himſelt deicrib'd, 


x. By 


— 


PUS 5 CONUer on. 1 


1. By his Name. Chriſt was ncither 
aſhamed to call him by his Name then, 
ZE in the Face of the Multitude that fol- 
> low'd him; nor to Name him now, in 
” the Hearing of all the World, Row. 11. 
29. The Gifts and Callings of Ged are 
| without Repentance. 
| 2. By his Profeſſion or Trade of 
L Lifes he was a PUUBLICAN, a 
ES IAX-GATHERER for the Ro- 
> man Emperor : They were accounted 


very Infamous. Our Lord joins an Rea- 
then Man and a Publican together: And | 
this Man was the chieteſt of them ; the {| 
HEAD COLLECTOR, to whom | 


” all the reſt brought in their Money. 


. By his outward Circu-ftances and || 
| Condition of Life; he was Rich : The i 
Jews, when in the 'Babylonifh Captivi- 
ty, had an Univerſity of their own, |} 


called Pambeditha, trom whence they 
brought Home this Proverb with 'em, 
when they return'd into their own Land, 
viz, when they would expreſs the Dif- 


\ ficulty, or ſeeming Impothbility, of |! 1 


* any Attempt, they would ſay, Surely | 
* thou haſt of late becn at Pambeditha, 


* where Camels go through Needles ; ff 


| Now this Proverb our Lord applies 
to. 


So Ae. er id adi oe io T6 coo 
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to Rich Mens Salvation, Mark 10. 'Ts 
eaſter for a Camel to go thro the Eye of a 
Needle, than for a Rich Man to enter 
into the Kinedom of God, With greater 
Eagerneſs they follow their Hounds | 
than Heaven, making Idleneſs and Ga- 
ming the only Badges of Gentility. 
Varietics of Temptations Enchant the 
Rich on every Hand, All this is ſaid 
to Illuſtrate ' the Freeneſs and Power 
of the Grace of God, diſcover'd in: 
' burſting aſunder all thoſe Ties, wherein 
Satan held him; but this none ad- 
mire but they that have felt it. 

4. The Occaſion of his Converſion, 
and that was his Curioſity to ſee Je- 
ſus. He could not but have heard of 
him oftentimes, but he was too in- 
tent upon the World to go far to 
' fee him, or hear him; but now when 
he mects him in the Street, in his own 
Street, he had a ſudden Impulſe upon 
his Spirit, and was inflamd with an 
eager Defire of ſeeing this Jeſus, of 
whom che Country rang with the found 
of his Fame and Miracles z but the 
 Croud was fo great, and he being a 
very little Man, tears a Diſappointment ; 
whereupon laying aſide all State, he 

EE oy runs 


| accneus s Conuer/zon. 
# runs before, and climbs into a Tre® 
” that was fit for his Purpole ; here was 
” no Good in all this, Herod (as bad a 


Man as he was) was allo mighty de- 4 


| firous of ſeeing Jeſus. 


' Dog. Free Grace of God does fre- 
\ quently chuſe and bring Home the ve- 
» ry worſt of Sinners. 


I might have remark'd: before, but q 


”-FI1 do it now, how that our Lord en- 
| ters into Jericho, and paſſes through it ; 
* that is, was got almoſt through the 


Town before he met with this great | 
* Inſtance ot Grace : The Lord Chriſt | 


cid doubtleſs paſs by the Doors of many 
of the Jewiſh Dons. On this ſide the 


Way meets him a great Sinner, but | 
the Man had ſuch and ſuch good Du- | 
- ties of his own, to which he truſts for !! 
Salvation z him Chriſt paſſes, for he || 
\ knows that ſuch an one will not give # 
all the Glory of his Salvation to the 1] 


Riches of Grace. On that fide the 


Way he meets a Civil Pcrſon, well !!] 
clad with a Moral Rizhteouſneſs, So- | 
| ber, Juſt, and Temperate, full of good }1 
Works; but alas, ſpoiled in that they 
; neither flow from a right Principle, a 


new 
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1 4  DHfConrjes on 
new Nature, nor are directed to a right 
End, the Glory of God z yet of this 
Man none can ſay black is his Eye. 
Jeſus Chriſt paſics him alſo ; he is not 
lo proper and fit an Object of Grace ; 
for hz will account, and fo will the 
whole Neighbourhood, that he did more 
than haif earn the Grace that was given 
him. 

Chriſt mects another, bur his Sins arc 
not ſo great as his Neighbour's ; he 
does not need a Saviour : He was Born 
in the Boſom of the Church, and nou- 
riſh'd up betwcen the Breaſts of Super- 
ſtition : He 1s likewiſe pafled by: He 
would love Chriſt but little, to whom 
Iiitie 1s forgiven. 

At laſthe comes to the intended Sy- 
comore, on which Chriſt's Thought 
were running 5 and here, lo ! Here he 
ſpies Zacchens, a fit Foil to ſet off the 

Riches, Power, Freeneſs, and Sovereign- 
ty, of the Redeemer's Grace. Z ACCH E- 
US ſhall be called ; much ſhall be for- 
given him, and he will love much z and 
this, O ! How Delightfill *9s both to 
| the Saviour and to the Sinner? Jericho 
is one of the worſt Towns in the whole 


Land, and £ACODON one of the worſt 
Men 


aw, 


Z,ACCREUS 5 CONUer Non. Ty © j 


© Men in the whole Town ; yet this Man 
© is called, and taken by Ora, and the #1 
| reſt are left. Fr Og 


4 I would firſt demonſtrate the Point, N 

- Apply it. '.; KN 

| " the Demonſtration of the Point 'q 
| I will take theſe Two Ways ; firſt of # 
all, to provuce iu. h Arguments or Con- \! 
ſiderations 'as do evince it, and; then # 
tarther carry on that Proof by In- | 
| {tances. ot 


Conſideration 1. There K, there can be, 
' no Deſert in Man ; * C39d Communaleth his 
| Love towards us, thai while we were -yet 
Sinners Chriſt died for us much more 
then being now bi by bis lood, we 
ſoall be ſaved from Wrath through bis, 
For if, when we were Enemies, we were 
reconciled to God by the Death 0 of his 
| Son; anuch more being reconciled, we ſhall | 
be Tn! cy his Lifs. Theretore ſome |! 
 Oblerve, that the Lord Jelus choſe to || 
come into the World at that very Time, | 
' when all was out: of Order, both in 
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| 
Church | 


* AQs 9. I. 
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Church and State : He would not come 


| - till David's Family was very low, as 


appears from Joſeph's Trade, and from Þ 
Mary's Offering of Two Young Pidgeons, Þ' 
that he might ſet us a Patern of Hu- FÞ 
mility, and ſhew the greater Condeſcen- | 
tion and Love. So he choſe not to come 
till the World had tried again and a- 
g2in, and could not fave themſelves, 
that they might think themſelves the | 
more oblig'd to him for coming to ſave; 

and does not every Day's Experience 
ſtill teach us, that Chriſt's Way 1s not 
to appear to a Soul till it firſt ſees it 
{elf loſt indeed > Then ! Then a Savi- 


our is joyfully receiv'd, and bid wel- 


come. For this Cauſe, O Man, God is 
pleasd to lay thee fo low in thy Spi- 
rit. ot to kill thee, but that he may 


| itt thee vp again with Advantage. 


2. God takes a Man ſometimes in 
the very mid{t of his Sin, as Pazxl in 
the miaſt of his Bitterneſs and Rage 
againſt God and his Church. He * 
was breathing out Threatnings againſt the 
Church. What Foreigner coming hi- 


— 


—————— —_ _— —_—— — het 


ther 


—— — 


lin Erzgland anywhere <lfe but in the 
Church of England 2 It could not en- 


| ter into Pays Thoughts that thoſe 


| few Difſenting Chriſtians ſhould be in 
- the Right, and the degenerated Com- 
| pany that made up the Jewiſh Church 

ſhould be in the Wrong. Tet breathing 
| out, &c. He had been ſo for a good while 


already. Breathing, His very Breath was - 


' threatning, and fiery. Superſtition and 
Perſecution are Brethren. Breathing 
| out. Such was his Bitterneſs he could 


* not conceal ft; here was nothing Pre- Þ 
paratory 3 nothing to make Way for || 
Chriſt to his Soul : Nothing in Pan Þ} 
| any way inviting : There was nothing in 1} 
him that could look like a Motive, unleſs || 
| Filthineſs and Deformity are accounted | 
ſuch, Eze. 16. at large ;, the latter end |! 


| of the Chapter concerns Iſrael, or the 


| Zacchews's Conoeyfn, 27. 
ther would look for the Church of God  '") 


Church of God, when in Feypt, and |} 
fo fitly repreſents, and ſets out, our {| 
| State before Converſion; nor was there |! 
any thing foreſeen in them for which '} 
God ſhould do for them what he does * | 
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according tb the good Pleaſure of his }Vll, 
He that ſees whole Etcrnity before him, 


foreſees that we cannot make him a 


Requital, * has therefore taught us to 
ſay, When we have done all, we are 
unprofitable Servants. 

3. Godrequires no Condition to make 
this Grace ours, only a {ight of our ab-_ 
ſolute Need. + Ho, every one that T hirſt- 
eth, come ye to the Waters, and he 
that hath no Money, come ye, Buy, and 
Eat; yea, come, Buy Wine and Milk 
without Money, and without Price ; and 
to receive it at his Hands; * To as ma- 


ny as receiv'd him, to them gave he Pow- 


er to become the Sons of God, to them 
that believed on his Name. And then to 
let it have free Scope in our Hearts 


\ and Lives, that is, to let it work in 


a ſuitableneſs to its own Nature, it 
will, like Leaven, afhimilate and turn 
every thing into its own Nature an] 
Likeneſs. | 

4. The great God cannot poſhibly 
be under any Obligation to his Crea- 
tures, Pſal. 10”. He hath made ns, and 
z10t we our ſelves :, we are his People, and 


— __— _—_— 


* Luke 17. F Ifaiah 55. 1, * John 1. 2. 
the 
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accheus s : Conver/zon. 19 
the Sheep of kis Paſture. _ He giVCs us 
our Being ; and whatſoever we were, 
” are, or can be, by Virtue of it, 'tis his 
- Giftz fince we owe our (elves, we muſt | 
© needs owe all that is any way ours to 
” him. So that we may well conclude | 
' with the Apoſtle, * By Grace we*' are | 
ſaved; and that not of our ſelves, it is the \ 
\ Gift of God. | ES 
2: Branch, But poor guity. Man can 
' hardly believe this: Vil go on there- 
- fore in the Proot of it 3 let us ſearch 
- mmto the Records of the Word, and | 
ſee what Inſtances of Grace we can 
find there z what ſort of Perſons Grace 
delights to Converſe with : Whereby it 
will be ſtil] more evident, that God does 
| frequently, if not generally, call the worſt 
of Sinners. 


EI 


1. He alvays has done fo formerly 
in the Times cf the Old Teſtament. 
Abrahawr, a Man drench'd in ldolatry. 

| Rahab, a known Proſtitute. Manaſſeh, 
- an Infamous Wizard, who had not on- 
| Iy forſaken God, but hal join'd him- 
{elf by Covenant to his' grand, pro- 


— _ eee 


* Epheſ. 2. 8. FR 
tels'd, 


36 — Diſcurſes m 
| feſsd, declar'd, Enemies, the fallen An- 


gels ; and when he came into the World, | 
what were his Progenitors> Why, they 

(as it is often obſerved, and cannot be too 
often) were not only finfal Perſons, but | 
infamous, Matth. 1. | 
| 2. He does ſo ſtill, and *tis very like- 

ly always will do ſo. When upon Earth, | 


 Publicans and Harlots made up a great 


part of Chriſt's Train. See what Cour- F 


tiers the King of Heaven has about 


him. * And it came to paſs afterward, | 
that he went through every City and Vil- | 
lage preaching, and ſhewing the glad Ti- 
dings of the Kingdom of God : And the 
Twelve were with him; and certain Wo- | 
men which had been healed of Evil Spi- 
rits, and Infirmities, Mary called Mag- 


| dalene, out of whom went Seven Devils. | 


He was Gracious in the Days of his 
Fleſh to that Dog,* the Woman of (4- 
naan, to that Wanton, Filthy, Sawart- 
tan, Fohr. 4. to that Devil, M 4 G- 
DALENE, a Woman full of Devils ; 
who was ſunk ſo low into impure Plea- 
ſures, that as a Reward of her Unclean- 
neſs, Seven Unclean Devils were per- 


F Luke?, 1,2,3. Ty 
mittc 


2 Man laid hold on by Grace but Zac- 


* cheus. 


F 1. Exhortation. O Man! Turn and 


| Live. Chriſt is willing to ſave, but 


| fooliſh Man regards him not. 


r. Sin is a flaviſh Thing; he that 1s 
condemned to the Gallies, or the worſt 


 Drudgery on Earth, 1s not ſo great a 


|| Slave, as he that is in Bondage to, and 
| is ever ſerving, divers Luſts and Plea- 


| ſures 5 a Soul that is eſcaped out of the 


Snare of Satan, would not again be un- 
der the. Command of every Imperious 


_ and Baſe Luſt for the greateſt King- 
dom on Earth. 


Thou canſt not enjoy thy ſelf whilſt 


| in this Condition: If thou art at all en- 
 lightned, thy Breaſt is continually full 


PE EEE 
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F 1 Tim, 1, 13,14) 15, 36, 


ACCNEUS 5 Lonuver/zon, 2T | 
mitted to enter into her ; yet through 
"that Throng of Devils Grace found a 
"Way to her Heart. Matthew, the Pub- 
"lican, the Thief upon the Croſs, the ra- 
ging blaſpheming Perſecutor, F are ta» 
ken, whilſt others are left in all this 
:Threng in the Streets of Jericho; not 


of | 


. 


ti 


BY. 
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of Toflings and Difquietudes. * The 


Wicked are like the Troubled Sea that can- 
not reſt, Reader, it thou rt ſtill uncon- 
verted, thou art in perpeiual Danger; 
the leaſt Accident may ftrip thee of thy 
outward Delights, nay, of Lite it («if 
and may throw thee into thy Grave ; 
and there 1s no great diſtance butween 
an ungoilly Man's Grave, and his Hell, 
2. Thon loſeit a moſt glorious Hea- 
ven, and wilt drop into a moſt dread- 
fal Hc!l, 3f thou liveſt and dieſt in a 
Gracelcis State, Thou naſt loft the Hap- 
pinc{s of the Saint, and canlt never r-- 
cover it; art plunz'd into the Sinner's 
Milery, and canit never more eſcape 
from it. Thou wilt not be able to look 


:God in the Face in the Great Day. 


P/l. 1. laſt, The Omngodly hall not fland 
in the Tudement, nor SInners in the Con- 
greeation of the Righteous. When all 
Gotpel Sinners in their Chriſtleſs State 
ſhall ſtand naked and tremvling before 
the Bar of a Juſt and Holy God, O!l 
What a dreadtu], wunſpeakably dreadiu!, 
unconceivably dreadtul, Day will that b:Þ 
to all thoſe who now {light the kind Otiers 


os - D—_ a —_ 


* Iſa. 48. laſt, Wn 
! 


-F Pauſe upon the Text, Rev. 6.15, 16,17. 
| full of Thunderbolts, The Kings of the 


| Men, and the Chief Captains, and the Mighty 
| Men, and every Bond- Man, and every 
' Free-Man, hid themſelves in the Dens, 


i and in the Rocks of the Mountains 5, and 


ſaid to the Mountains and Rocks, fall on 


' ##, and hide us from the Face of him that 


frtteth on the Throne, and from the Wrath 


| of the Lamb, for the great Day of his 
| Wrath is come, and who ſhall be able 


to ſtand £ 
F 2. Encouragement to convert and 
turn to God, | 


1. Turf? to him, for he calls thee, 


| Prov. 8. Doth not Wiſdom cry, and Un- | 
 derſtanding put forth her Voice © She ſtand- 


eth in the top of high Places, by the 


IVay in the Places of the Paths : She 


crieth at the Gates, at the entry of the 


| City, at the coming in at the Doors. Unto 


you, O Men, I call, and my Voice js to 
the Sons of Man. Hear, &c. Again, he 


invites thee, Matth. 11. 28. Come unto || 
me all ye that Labour, and are heavy La- |} 


der, and I will aive you Reſt : Nay, more, 
he 
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of a loving Saviour? Sinner, Read and 
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' Farth, and the Great Men, and the Rich 


o 
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| m0 wiſe caſt out. 
- 2, Becauſe thy Sins are great, there- 
' forecome. Thus the Spirit of God teaches 
\'' us to argue with God, Pardon mine Ini- 
quity, for it is great *. So again, Mic, 
7.18, 19. Whois a God like unto thee, 
that pardoneth Iniquity, and paſſeth by the 
Tranſgreſſuon of the Remnant of thy He- 
ritage £ He retaineth not his Anger for 
_ ever, becauſe he delighteth in Mercy : He 
will turn again, he will have Congpaien up- 
on us: Hewill ſubdue our Iniquities and 
thou wilt caſt all our Sins into the depths 
of the Sea. Again, they are many, there- 


fore thou haſt need to come. Inmume- 


bs 


' rable Evils have compaſs'd me about 5 they 
} are more in Number than the Hairs of 
\  #y Head F, Though they have beenf 
| oft repeated, yet the Gracious Lord will 
forgive, Jer. 3. 1. Thou haſt played the} 
Harlot with many Lovers, yet return 
again to me, ſaith the Lord ; nay, al-N 
though they have been extreamly ag-| 
gravated. Jer. 3. 7. And I ſaid, after ſhe þ 
| bad done all theſe Things, turn thou unto me. 


— 
_ 


* Plal, 25.21, Þ Plal. 40. 


3. Come 


Zaccheus's Converſion. 2.5 |: 
3. Come to Jcfus Chriſt, for He hath 
I receiv'd as great Sinners as thy Self. This* 
[Conſideration has brought in many Sin | 
Iners to the Saviour's Arms : This did #% 
Jencourage Souls formerly, when Chriſt *! 
Ywas on Earth, Lake 5. 27. when Zlat- 
Fthew the Publican, upon his Converſion, 
 Finvited Chriſt to a Feaſt, 'tis ſaid ::at 
many Publicans came and ſat down with 
Him. O Moſt fweet and endearing Sight, 
Jeſus Chriſt among an Her. of Publi- 
cans, that none might hereafter be fo 
dazled with the Glory of his Majeſty, as 
Ito dread his Preſence, and ſo keep at a 
diſtance from a mild and compaſſionate 
Saviour | | 
4. Come! You can't be too bad for 

J this Heavenly Phy ficizz to Heal you: 
f FHe chuſes and de! ;hts to ſingle our ſuch 
1 FPatients whoſe gre2t Sins would be the 
preater foyl! to ſet off the Luſire and 
ve Glory of his own Grace, Great Sinners, 
nwhen brought Home, are Chriſt's Glo- 
Eby and Trinmph : As the Phyſician ©! 
g- fpoalts of his mighty Cures, Luke 8. 1,2,% 
be BHe wert throughout every City and Village | 
7. preaching, and the Twelve were with Him, | 
- Kind certain Women which had been healed py 
evil Spirits and Infirmities, Mary called | 
g.--” Mag- \Þ 


> Wyre 
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Magdalen, 9ut of whom went ſeven De- 
vils, &c. Chriſt, in a way of Shew and 
Triumph carried thele Sinners about the 
Country with Him: He was not aſhamed 
of them, and I am ſure they had no 
reaſon to be aſhamed of Him. When 
other poor ſinful Souls ſaw theſe in 
Chriſt's Company, it did mightily en- 
courage and help them in believing, 
* Behold, O my Soul, Magdaler fitting 
there, in yonder Corner of the Room, 
I have been apt to ſay within my ſelf, 
there is no Hope for ſuch an One as 
I; my Corruptions were ſtrong and po- 
tent, tho' often baifled ; they riſe upon 
m2 again with a renewed vigour. Tho 
Ordinances, tho' Providences, have 
been hitherto unſucceſsful, and too 
weak to deal with 'em, - yet, O my 
Soul, give not up thy Hopes ; Grace, [ 
ſee, can do mighty Things, it has caſt 
out of Magdalez Seven Devils, and 
who knows how many Sins 1t over- 


MR. a. aa Ga: a 6 9: ae 
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© look'd and pardon'd at the ſame time 
< Well then, I will not bz faithleſs, but 
© believing. | 

5. You ſhall, upon Trial, be able to 
find Reſt no where elſe. P/al. 43. Return 
unto thy Reſt, O my Soul, &c. Then we re: 


turn 


 Zaccheus's Converſton. = 


. 5 urn to our Reſt, when we return again to 
I our God. Come unto me all ye that labour, 
eſprd are heavy laden, and 4 will give it 
iF an 

ol - 

| 
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LUK. XIX. 5. 


And when 7Jeſus came to the place 
"th he looked up, and ſaw him, ani 
| Jaid unto him, Zaccheus, mak 
| haſte and come down, for to Day 


muſt abide at thy Houſe. 


| TAVING already conſider'd th: 
Wis 4 Place, the Perſon of this great Con 
vert, as alſo the Occaſion of his Con 
\'/ verſion, we are now come to a Fourt! 
| Thing equally worth Conſideration 
namely, his Converſion it ſelf, vrith th 
ſecrecy and ſuddenneſs of it. 
Let me firſt expound the Words, wherf 


1. Jeſus looked up and ſaw him. Thi 
was not the firſt time that Chriſt ſa) 
Z accheus. He ſaw him run before to ſee 
:2:t a Place to ſtand im; nay, mor 
3 God he ſent him up into the Ty 
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®y inclining him thereto, as Man he 

call'd him down. 
| 2, He call him by Name, ZACCHE- *' 

US, make haſte and come down. 4 


| Leſt. How did Jeſus know him, ha- 
ving never ſeen him before? . | 


| Anſw. Qh! He had oft ſeen his Name 
in the Book of Life. He tells Moſes he 
knows him by NAME. John 10. He 
| knows all his Sheep by Name. The 
; ©.Book of Life is called the Fathers, as 
"the Souls (thercin ſaid to be written. 
down) are choſen by him. The Father 
1 gives out the Grant and Order that 
{ſuch a Soul be ſaved. Again, *tis ſaid to 
be the Lamb's Book of Life, to intimate 
| his Concernment in, and his Care of, the 
\n | Souls therein mention'd. He 1s to Save- 
+ them every One, and to ſee that not One 
of 'em miſcarry, We write down what we 
ex wou'd be ſure to remember ; ſo they are 
{aid to be written down, nay, to be en- 
h@graven on the Breaſt-plate of Aaror, on 
fine Heart of cur High-Prieſt Jeſus 
C-MChrilt. ET | al 
x 3- He invites himſelf to his Houſe, He |, 
*eÞnew that Zaccheus had ſuch a Senſe of |. 
B 3 ml 


| Roof, and could h»- think that the Lord 


_ that he might dare to believe: This it 


| 4. He muſt needs go thro' Samaria, 


- —_— 
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his own Unworthineſs, that he durſ 
not invite him. He ſaw that a ſuperſti- 
tous Jew wou'd not come under his 


and Saviour of the jews would regard a 
Gentile? Would be Gueſt to one of the 
worſt among, all the Gentiles > But 
Chriſt ſaw he ſhould be Welcome + he 
had already ſent forth a Beam of Grace 
into the Heart of Zaccheus, and pre- 
par'd his own Way, 

Aga'n, Thus by this great aft of Con- 
ceſccnſion, in inviting hin:!e!f to Zac 
ccens his Houſe, he ſtrengthens Faith in 
his Heart, raifes and excites his Courage, 


1s that damps our Faith, we think him 
ſo great, that it would ſurely be Pre 
ſawption in us to expect he ſhould r-- 
gard us; but when we know and arc 
perſwaded that he is as Good as Great, 
this mightily helps and ſtrengthens ou 
Faith in him. 

4. Neceſlity of Zacchens his Conver 
ſion, this very Day, and by this ver 
Way. This was ſpoken with reſpect to the 
Decree of God, in Obedience to whic 
our Lord was always found. So John 4 


— 


Tohn 


th 
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® John 10. Other Sheep I have which are not 
'| of this Fold, them alſo I muſt bring, &C. 


From the Words thus divided and ex- 


- plain'd, 


Obſerve rt. It is gocd to be within the 


- Walk of Jeſus Chriſt, and to come where 
he is, tho' it be not from a right Prin- 
 ciple, and with regular Aims and Ends : 
- Tho' it be only Curioſity that brings us 
\ thither, you know rot what he may do 

- for you, But Oh! How kindly does he 
\ take it, when from a Principle of Love 
" to him we come with the Diſciple's 


Queſtion in the firſt of John, Lord, where 


# dwelleft thou £ Or with thoſe Greeks, Johre 
12. We would fain ſee Jeſus? Weare de- ÞI| 
þ firous of farther Acquaintance and Com- Þ 
#$ munion with God ? The Lord Chriſt (as | 
- appears from what follows theſe Verſes, ? 
' 23, 24.) was well pleaſed with it, and | 
 look'd upon himſelf as highly glorified. 
- This Conſideration may relieve Souls !! 


under the Tyranny of Doubts and Fears. 


| For he kindly accepts of the leaſt good '! 
Breathing after him. He regards the De- * 
ſire of the Humble. 4 
| 2. How eaſfie jt is with the Lord to |! 
| turn. a Sinner, and change his Heart, |! 
B 4 Who 
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Who ſhall Deſpair of the Converfion of 
an ungodly Relation, ſeeing he is inf 
the Hand of that God who can lookf | 
Grace into the Heart > Sometimes a ſ1m-Þ 
gle Word does it, Mat. 4. 19, 20, 21, 22. þ 
 Som-times a caſt of his Eye, as here; and} 
11 the Caſe of Peter, when under hisF 
Fall, Chriſt turned and looked upon Pe- | 
ter ; that Look melts the Heart of an har- 
den'd Diſciple : That Look recovers him, 
and ſets him npon his Feet again : With Þ 
that Look there went Power, ſuch a þ 
Fower as that which firſt made and Þþ 
form'd the Heart. And our Lord bids his Þ 
Hearers Comfort themſelves with this, in Þþ ' 
or under ſeeming Impoflibilities, Mark 
IC. That with God-all Things are poſſible ; 
for Omnipotent Grace cannot be defeat- | 
ed, fince it can by a Look fetch map 
Wandring Soul. 

3. Grace always prevents, and begins 
with us; it goes forth to meet the Sinner, 
and prepares the Heart ; it makes its own 
Way, and does its own Work. We might 
as well have prevented him, and gone 
before him in the Old Creation-work, 
aS in the New. What 1s it that muſt pre- 
pare the Heart for Grace ? Sin will not, 
Satan will not caſt out Satan, unleſs in 

| Policy, 


1,0 
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©Policy, that he might thereby get the 
greater hold on the Man. Nature can 
uot, 1f there be ſomething in the Heart 
\that opens to Grace, and bids it Wel- 
come. Why! That 1s Grace that 1s 
| there already : What Preparation of 
| Heart was there in Matthew the Publi- 
can ? For he was ſo buſie in his Toll- 
booth that he ſcarce looks up to Jeſus 
paſſing by, who ſaw him, and converted 
him at the ſame time. How clear 15 the 


Inſtance of Pax! 2 For he was in the mid(t. 


- of bis Rage when God met him. Go 


then, Soul, and plead that Promiſe, E- 


zeh. 36. 26, 27, 28. A new Heart will [. 


g7ve you, and a new Opirit will I put with 


in you ;, and I will take away the ſtony Hears 
| Out of your Fleſh, and I will give you ar + 


Heart of Fleſh, and I will put my Spiriz 


within you, and cauſe you to walk in my Sta- 
| lates, and ze ſhall keep my Judgments an: 
40 them, &c. All Spiritnal Operacions 
apon the Soul are purely of God's Grir, 
Away then with all lofty Conceits of rhy 
own Strength and Ability, and dyzell 
more 1n Prayer. 

4. The Kingdom of Providence acts 
mm a very powerfal and {weet-Sublervi- 


Py 


[£rcy to the Kingdom of Grace, ſeſus- 
| Be: Gl3(kt 
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Chriſt as God mov'd the Heart of Zac- 
cheus to run before, and climb this Tree, F 
Chriſt as Man look'd up to him, and Þ 
call'd him down. As a God of Grace he Þ 
deſigns to call ſuch a Sinner home, as þ 
God of Nature he does by his Provi-Þ 
dence ſo and ſo diſpoſe of Things, that Þ 
the Perſon ſhall be taken, his Heart ſhall Þ 
be won back again to his Maker. 


From the Words thus expounded, 
take this. | 


DoF. The Lord Chriſt has great Careſ 
over his Ele& whilſt uncalled, and anÞ 
Holy Neceſlity lyes upon him to ſee toþ 
bring 'em Home. 


1. How appears this Care of his to- 
wards them ? | 


_ 2, Shew what kind of Neceſlity this} 
IS, 
3. Apply it. 


1. How appears this Care of Jeſus | 
Chriſt towards his Ele& not yet called? 


rt. He takes Notice where they Live 
and will find *em out when the Time cl | 
| the 


accneus s Conwer/zon. JJ j 
= their Call is come, * I have much People in | 
F this City. He will find them out tho' in the ' 
- darkeſt and moſt remote Corners of the 
| Earth. Nay, ſuch is his Care, that they | 
are ſaid to be ever in his Eye. . Thy- | 

\ Walls are continually before me. 
2, He will ſend the Means of Grace to - | 

| them without their Deſire, AFs 16. 6, 7,  ! 
' 8,9, 10. They aſſayed to go into Bythinia, , 


: 


| bat the Spirit ſuffer d 'em not, and they paſ> - || 

 fing by Mylſia, came down to Troas. And a+ | 

. Vifon appear'd to Paul in the Night. There + |, 
ſtood a Man of Macedonia, ard prayed him, . | 

| ſaying, Come over into Mac2donia, and help « || 
Hs, 

3. He will fit a Miniſter's Lips to a- | 
Peoples Ear. The loweſt Gifts are as ne--- F 
ceſſary in their Place, and as profitable Þ 

| to {ome Souls, as the higheſt Gifts are to - || 

others. AFs 14. 1. They ſo ſpake, that a: | 

great wmltitude, both of the Jews, and alſo - \1 


- ——_— 
—— — 


* AQs 18, IO, | : Fr It. | | | 
auill>- | 


ZC Diſcourſes 0Nn 
| 


tulfilment of it daily. And the Hand of the 
Lord was with them, and a great num- || 
ber believed and turned unto the Þ ord. 
| O how fſhou'd converted Souls admire | 
the Condeſcention and Grace of God in | 
all this? It ſhou'd encourage us alſo to 
' pray for the Souls of our Friends and Þ 
Relations. They that regard not the 
Salvation of the Souls of others, are ve- 
ry unlike to Jeſus Chriſt, You can do lit- Þ 
tle, you ſay, towards the Converſion of | 
| others; however, Pray and Hope till : 
| The Lord Chriſt has taken upon him þ 
the Care of all the Elect, 


2, What kind of Neceſhity this is. 


Anjw. *'Tis not an Abſolute, but Hy- Þ 
pothetica), Neceflity, That 1s, on Sup- 
poſition God will ſave Man in this his de- 
termin'd Way, then 'tis neceſſary that Je- 

' fus Chriſt ſhould call, and thus per{wade, | 
them. 
But more particularly, 


7. It ſuppoles Man loſt. So every Na- 
tural Man 1s repreſented, Lake 15. thro' Þ 
' the whole. Tho' he lives under the Or- 
| dinances, yet he 1s a loſt Man, till rolled 
A TD / 
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” by Grace. Loſt Sheep of the Houſe of 1j- 
' rael. And that his coming was upon this 
\ Deſign, to call Home loſt and ftraying 
| Sinners. Lake 19. 10. The Son of Man is 
' come to ſeek and tio ſave that which was 
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loſt. 
2. It ſuppoſes Man's inability to re- 


| turn, partly from the darkneſs and blind- 
' neſs of his Mind. Rom. 3. 17. The Way 


of Peace have they not known, 2 Cor. 4. 
2. But if our Goſpel be hid, it is hid to 
them that are loſt, in whom the God of this 


| World hath blinded the Minds of thens 
| that believe not, leſt the Light of the glori- 
| ous Goſpel of Chriſt, who is the Image of 


God, ſhou'd ſhine unto them. Partly from the 
Obſtinacy of his Will. Ie will not have 


| this Man to rein over us. Tit. 3. Some 


times fooliſh, diſobedient, ſerving divers 


| Laſts and Pleaſures. 


3. It ſuppoſes God's fixt Decree to call 
Souls. Th- number of Souls to be cal- 


| led falls under the Decree. AQFs 2. laſt. 
The Lord added tothe Church daily ſ+.7, as 


ſhould be ſaved. Again, the very Perſons 


and Means of their Call, As 10. 5, 6. 
| And now ſend Men to Joppa, and call for 


one S1mon, whoſe ſerrare is Peer: Fe lodge 


we 
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th with one Simon « Tarner, whoſe Houſe || 
75 [by 
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is by the Sea-ſide : He ſhall tell thee what Þ 
thou oughteſt to do. As alſo the Time, 
Jer. 2. 24. 1n her Month they ſhall find Þþ 
her. Hoſea 6. 11. Alſo, O Judah, he hath 
ſet an Harveſt for thee, when I returned Þ 
| the Captivity of my People. Yea, the very 
| Words whereby they ſhall be wrought Þ 
' upon. Ads 2. 37. Now when they heard 
' #his, they were pricked in their Heart, and 
ſaid unto Peter,and to the reſt of the Apoſtles, 
Men and Brethren, what ſhall we do 2 
4. It ſuppoſes the everlaſting Compatt 
| between the Father and Son, 1/2. 49. at 
large in the beginning of that Chapter, 
Hence the Counſel of Peace is ſaid, Zech, 
6. 13. to be betweer them both. And Jeſus 
Chriſt 1s ſaid to be about his Father's Buſi-Þ 
weſs, whilit he 1s offering Salvation to Þ 
ocr Sinners. It 1s his Father's Buſineſs, 
2s well as his own, and both of *em are 
\_ equally pleas'd with a Penttent return to 
| God. 
i 5. It ſuppoſes his Faithfulneſs im his 
 Mediatory Work, even to the pouring out þ 
' his Soul unto D-ath. Hence there is a 7? 
put upon every part of his Office, and of 
' Man's Salvation. B<fore he comes hisfÞ 
| Way muſt be made ready by E/ias ; when 
|| he is come he muſt Work. John g. 4. The 
i . Work 


\ 


] 
| 
; 
1 


E Work of him that ſent me whilſt it is day. 
Again, Luke 4. 43. I muſt preach the 
Kingdom of God to other Cities alſo. A- 
© oain, 1 have other Sheep which are not o 
" this Fold, them alſo I muſt call, If he 
þ ſpeak of his Sufferings. The Sor of Mar 
& muſt ſuffer many things, and be rejeFed of 
" the Elders, &Cc. 
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F. 1. To loſt Souls. Then ſure you 


ſhould come and obey the Mediator's |! 
| Call, elſe you flight, and ſpill the Blood {% 
* of Chriſt upon the Ground ; you diſap- 
| point the Expectations of God the Fa- 
| ther, who 1s brought in thus ſpeaking, 
' ſurely, They will Reverence my Son ;, elſe || 
you fin againſt the Spirit of God, who Ik 
ſtands ready to apply the Redemption | 
of Chriſt to thy Soul. Tit. 3. 5. Not by | 
Works of Righteonſneſs which we have done, "| 


but of his Mercy he ſaved us by the waſhing 


\ of Regeneration, and the renewing of the 


Holy Ghoſt. 
Pueſt. How ſhall I come ? 


Anſw. Sit down and confider thy Caſe. 
Lzbour to get a thorough Senfe, an at- | 


then, that thre 1s Salvation in none Q- 


| ther but Chriit. Thai there is none 0- 


ther Name given amons Men whereby they 


can. 


 fecting Senſe, of thy loſt State. And 7 


. : 
+.» 
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can be ſaved. In the next place, thy 
Work 1s to believe on him ; the firſt and Þ 
juſtifying AC of Fait is that of Reli- 
ance. Receive him as thy Saviour, and 
reſt wholly on him for Eternal Life, 
John 1. 12. As many as receivd him, to 
them he gave Power to become the Sons of 
God, to as many as believed on his Name, 
He will furniſh Thee with ſuch a Righ- 
tcouineſs as will give Thee a ſafe and 
full Tile to Heaven, Then ſee (after 
that) to the fanctitying att of Faith, 
that of Reſignation. Truc Faith per- 
ſwad-s and enables the Soul wherein it 
dwells to reſign it felt up to Chriſt, 
Lord, what wilt thou have me to do E 

F. 2. Conſolation to the Children of 


| God. 


 Therelyes the ſame Necetiity upon the 
Lord Chriſt to carry on the whole Wort 
of Grace in thy Soul. 2 Thef. 3.3. His 
Faithiulneſs 'rcs at ftake. But the [or 


\ i Faithful, wio ſpall ſtabliſh you, and keep yi; 
from Foil, Let 1uch then bleſs God tor 
' this Neceitity laid upon the Mediator, 


elſe you bad never Ueen converted ; for 
thy Mind was Enrmity againſt God. Nor 


 couldſt thon hcild out aiter Conver- 


ſion, it he did noi continually ftir and 
| blow 
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F blow up thy Grace, and keep in the 
flame. We ſhou'd be rooted and built up 
' in him, and ſtabliſied in the Faith, Col. 
2. 7. Abounding therein with Thankſ- 
ging, for herein 15 a1miniſtred a ſtrong 
ground for Faith, and the higheſt Rea- 
| ion for thy chearful Praiſes, O bleſs our 
God, ye People, and make the Voice of his 
rode to be heard, who holdeth our Soul in 
Life, and ſuſfereth not our Feet to be moved. 


i 


DISCOURSE III. 
LU K. XIX. 6. 


And he made haſte and came down, 
and receivd him joyfully. 


| 
| 
HE Concoritants of Zaccheus's | 
Converſion come next to be con- 
ſider'd. There was a flame of DivineÞÞ 
Love ſuddenly kindled in his Breaſt byFf 
the Breath of the Redeemer, calling him ; 
down. t 
C 


" The Expoſition. 7; 


# r. He made haſte, This unexpettedſÞ ] 
{ Favour anc Famiiarity of the Saviourf & 
| inſpires th- ©'nner's Heart with Gratitudeſ - 
and Love : i.ove 3s In 1aſte to diſcover it} ,| 
| ſelf, Ger. 24. 19. Soin the Converſion ,; 
| of Matthew the Publican, Mat. g. 9g. 4nÞſþ 4 
ll! as Feſus paſſed forth from thence, he ſaw i h 
| Mar rand Matthew, fitting at the Recei}tiif $5 
of Cuſtom ; and he ſaith unto him, Folinli j1 
If 1 


Joy along with him when he comes with \! 
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|. #1 


| me. And he aroſe and follow'd him. An- 
* drew and Peter, Mat. 4. 20. They ſtrait- 
” way left their Nets, and follow'd him. Had 
not Zaccheus made haſte down, he had 
| been very unworthy of ſo Excellent and 


Divine a Gueſt. | 


2. The Joy that attended his Conver- 


ſion. Theſe were his ſecret Withes, that 
' he might have his full ſight of Chriſt, 
| but dares not think of inviting him to 
| his Houſe: O that we cov'd try, and we {| 
| ſhoud always find that Jeſus Chrilt is 


better to Souls than they can ask, or 
think, or expe&. If he ſo rejoiced be- 
cauſe Chrift was with him, tho to ſtay ſo 
ſhort a time in his Houſe 3 O how happy 
they that ſhall live for ever with him,with- 
out parting any more ? That ſhall be Pillars 
in the Houſe of God, and go no more out ? 


Ob/. 1. Chriſt always brings Matter of 


Salvation to any Soul. I do not ſay he 


| brings aQual Joy, but there is Ground for, 


or matter of Joy : Soy, be of good comfort, 
thy Sins are forgiven thee. 1 gather from 


| thence, that Forgiveneſs of Sin is the on- 


ly ſolid Ground of Joy. Philip Preaches 
the Goſpel in Samaria. Afts 8, 8. Ard 


there was great Joy in that City. hy 
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Leſt. But then why are unpardon'd 


Sinners generally the moſt Jocund and Þ 


Merry ? 


Anſw. Partly becauſe they underſtand Þ 
not their Condition. *Tis part of the | 


Deicription of Men in their unconverted 


State, that they have no underſtanding, they 
do mot underſiand nor ſeek after God. | 


They do not underſtand their Los ſo far 
as to ice a Neceliity of ſecking after Go!, 


Such an one may be very acute and 


diſcerning in Worldly Matters, and yet be 
wholly benighted, and in the dark, as 
to things Spiritual, that concern their c- 
verlaſting State, partly, as they do not 
confider it. Hoſea 7. 2. They conſider not 
in their Heart that I remember all their 


Wickedneſs, &c. And fo may, and moſt. 


Men, do continue Strangers aJl their Days 


to their own Souls. 


Rveſt. 2. Why are the Godly oft-times 


more Sad and Melancholy than other} 


People ? They ſeem not to have more, but 
rather leſs, Joy than others. 


Anſ. Tho' they have ground of Joy, 
| yet they cannot take it up of themſelves. 
This is the Work of the Spirit of God. 
2 Thef. 2. 16, 17. Now our Lord Jeſu: 
| Chriſt himſelf, and God, even our Father, 


which 
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* which hath loved us, and hath given us e- 
| verlaſting Conſolation, and good Hope, thro' 
Grace, comfort your Hearts. Note, here 
 isground of Comfort inlaid in the Soul, 
| called everlaſting Conſolation 5 yet he 
- prays that the Lord would Comfort them ; 
\ that 1s, that the Spirit of God would 
' take up theſe Grounds of Comfort, and 
| ſhew them to Conſcience, and {ſo actually 
| Contfort 'em. 

2. 'Tis not becauſe they are Godly 
| that they are ſo ſad, but becauſe they are 


- no more ſo. They have Grace enough |; 


| to bring 'em off from Carnal, Worldly, 
| Delights, but not enough to enable 'em 
to live upon the Spiritual and Inviſible 
World, and the Pleaſures thereof, and to 
* fetch all their Comforts from thence, 
Grace has ſpoil'd their Joy in the Crea- 
tures, yet they are not grown {o Spiri- 
| tual as to live upon God ; hence it 1s 
that they: are ſo often hovering between 
| Earth and Heaven. 
| Obfer. 2. Souls at firſt Converſion have 
oft-times more affectionate Love to, and 
| more ſenſible Joy in, Chriſt, than they 
| have ever after: The Novelty of the 
| Change docs help to affet 'em; with the 
Þ blind Man reſtor'd to Sight, they are in 
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a new World, and ſee every thing big Þ 
with Wonder; tho' they are as ſolidly 
joyful all cheir Life after, yet they do ſo 
paſtonately expreſs their Joy, as they 
did at firſt Converſion. We 

Again, Chriſt will haveit ſo ſometimes, 
thereby to putan'Honour upon the Day 
of the Souls Eſpouſals : Sozg. 3. laſt, Gy 
forth, O ye Daughters of Sion, and behold 
Kine Solomon with the Crown wherewith his 
Mother crowned him in the Day of Eſpouſal:, 
and in the Day of the Gladneſs of his Heart, | 
Chriſt rejoices over the Soul in that Day 


<L! > > <= & % 


o=__ 
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In which it enters into a Marriage Cove- Þþ tc 


now return'd to him, that there are Joys 
1 in God altog*ther as good, nay, better, 
/ than the World's: Abrahaze made a great 
' Feaſt at the Joy of Iſaac's weaning ; ſo Þ 
' does God for his Children ſometimes, Þþ 


| from carnal Pleaſures, and worldly De- 


nant with him ; and what wonder if ſome 

Drops of this Joy fall into the Bcliever's | tl 
Heart? The Joy that ſuch oft-times have Þ 1! 
at thcir firſt Converſion, is but an Ec- | 
cho of the Joy of Chriſt concerning Þ|ta 


' them. of 


As alſo, that he may ſhew the Soul, Þ>t 


when they are wean'd and brought off | 


lights: Yet a Tide of AﬀeRion, —_ 
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edly conſider'd in it ſelf, is no ſufficient 
Reaſon thence to conclude that the 
Heart is renewed : The ſtony Ground, 
Mat. 13. had a ſudden Joy, as likewiſe 
thoſe, John 6. that cry, Lord, evermore 
give us this Bread. Nor may we judge 
'of our preſent Strength by them, if ſo, 
'we ſhall be miſtaken, as Peter was, Tho 
all Mew forſale thee, yet will not I. Good 
Man, he thought that Frame woul] e- 
ver abide upon his Spirit. 

| Queſt, What then may we judge by, 
that we may know how far to truſt 
[to our own Strength ? 

Anſ. 1. Thou may'(t rather judge of 
thy Self by what thou art, or hait been, 
11n a Tentatzon: That a Man 1s that he is 
when he 1s tried of the Lord : That Temp- 
tation in Paradiſe was to try the Strength 
of Adam: So God does ſtill try the 
Strength of all his, ſooner or later. God 
never gives Strength but he tries it. 
| Anſ. 2, But you are not to truſt to 
Your own habitual Grace or Strength at 


all, be it what he will. Grace inherent 


I a Creature, and no Creature is to be 
yeant upon. You may no: truſt to Grace 
Within, but to Grace without, you, laid 
lp in Chriſt for you. 2 Tim. 2. 1. Be 


ſtrong 


A 
4c 


fas. 


 fign that the Spirit of God has made but 


| Kinder will he carry it to thy Soul. P/af 


_ ſhew thy ſelf Froward, There 1s ſcarctþ 
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frong in the Grace that is in Chriſt 7: 


%, 
P 


Ob/. 3. A Soul, upon the turning Point ' 
IS in haſte when *tis cnce {enſfible of in 
Danger. P/al. 119. 59, 6c. / thought on, 
ty ays, and turned my Feet wito thy Teſti 
monies. 1 made haſte, and delayed not to 
keep thy Commandments. It ought to give. 
In a ſpeedy Anſwer to God's Call, with-F: 
out D:murrs, or trifling Delays : When 
Perſons (tad dallying with God, *tis 


very {hallow Impreſſions upon their; 
Souls: The ſooner thou obeyeſt thy 
Call, and the more the time thou ſpend-F: 
eſt in the Houſe of God, thou wilc bÞ 
the more rich in Grace and Spiritual Ex-þþ 
pericnces. Thou wilt have the leſs Guil:F 
to gall and vex thy Conſcience. And. 
the better thou carrieſt it to God, the 


18. 26. With the Pure thou will ſhew thi 
elf Pure, and with the Froward thou wiſh 


ſuch a Man found upon Earth that will 
expreſly fay 1 wi!l not hearken to Chriſt: 
But by purting off this Work from tim: 
to time they do cfiectually deny him 
deceive tlicinſelves, and loſe ty 
Souls 


ESouls for ever. Jeſus Chriſt invites Souls, 
&s ſending out his Servants with the 
Kkindeſt Meſſages, Lnke 14. at large. 
EWhat are they invited to ? Is it to enter 
2 Priſon for his ſake > Or to lay down 
their Lives for him 2 No, at preſent 'tis 
only to fit down and feaſt with him 3 
tit was a Marriage-teaſt too, the moſt 
Hoyful of all Feaſts. Mat. 22. Well, 


F\Vhat can we ſappoſe but that they come ' 


running? No ſuch matter, they all make 


Excuſes, Why ! Had they been conſult- 


ing together 2 No, but Indwelling Sin 
ſpeaks the ſame Language for the main 


vet they all agreed in this, to make Ex- 


vitation, they would not coine. 
Againſt Delays, conſider, 


| 1. The State you are in is exceeding 
Dangerous,unexpreſſiibly Dangerous. You 
would wonder at him that ſhould lye 
own on the top of a ſharp Rock, in the 
Wd(t of the raging Sea, when he might reſt 
Wately in his Bed. Why, thou art the Man. 
nou art guilty of a more dangercus Fol- 
8. Thou art an undone, periſhing, Sin- 
ner, 
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jn every Man's Heart.” Tho' not Two 
of the Men had exaCtly the ſame Excuſe, 


cuſes, and to put off and baulk the In-_ 
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thy Caſe ? Waſt thou not Born in Sin} 


cut thee off before thy Work be done, 


and but a Day: Your Day will foo! 


bout your Work, whilſt it 1s yet brigat 


ner, under the purſuit of Divine Juſtice 
yet thou are ſecure in this State. Rea: 
fit down, and paule upon it, 1s not th i 


7 
/ 


Art thou not by Nature a Child off 
Wrath > Art thou got out of this State or 't 
no? If not, conſider again, thou art aÞ' 
mortal, dying, Worm. "Why! Art thou 
not in haſte > The Man-{layer under theÞ” 
Levitical Law, who was puriu'd by t!« ih 
Avenger of Blood, was in haſte, til] h«Þ« 
was got into the City of Retuge, dd 0) & 
out of Danger, Thy Condition is not tofþ 
be reſted in one Day, one Hour, no, notÞÞ | 
one Moment, leſt the Arrows of Divins || 
Vengeance, which fly thick in ihÞ' 
World, (hould alight upon thee, and} { 


and Peace be ſettled between God and | 
thy. Soul... 

2. Thou haſt but a ſhort time allowed * 
thee here on Earih. Thou haſt a Day, 
i 


have a Night ; theretore be up, and « 


Day. Gol ſtays aviile upon Souls, 
but he will not always ſtay. T1 fond 
ſays he, at the Door and knock. © Ci 
UPON Us, but in a moving, Ry 5 
ure, 


hot wa wo wa, 
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Eſture, If they make haſte to receive him 'N 
Ewell; it not, yet know that now 7s the bl 
prrrapees time, now is the Day of Salva- 
Friov. Only the preſent Moment 15 that |; 
Brou can call your own. Our Lord Chriſt, » 
tho' he knew how long he had to Live | 
Fin the World, yet would not neglect j i 
or delay his Work, John 9.4. I muſt | 
Work the Work of him that ſent me while | 
Lit is Day, the Night cometh when no Man | 
can Work. Is it for us then to dally and ©. 
L trifle, that know not but our Time <1 
may Expire, and the Lamp of our Life 4 
| be put out, while we are Hearing or 
Reading this. The Few has had his Day ; 
the Gentiles, many of them, have had 
their Day ; but 'tis over with them: } 
| The Seven Churches of ſta had their Þ 
| Day ; Nations have their Day : You fee #1. 
Cities have their Day : When he beheld \ 
| the City, and wept over it, hadſt thou known, 
| (peaking of Jeruſalem) even thou in this | 
| thy Day. Towns and Viliages have their 
Day z as Anathoth had hers. Ah poor © 
| 474thoth ! Nay, every Family, every Per- "| 
Lon, has his Day. O then hear to Day, ©} 
= whilſt it 7s called to Day, left any be hard- 
| £7221 by the Deceitfulneſs of yin, If it be : L. 
lard to Day, it vill be more ſo to Mor- | |! 
C 2 row : {i} 
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row : If difficulr to turn to God this 
Year, it will be more fo the next : And ÞÞ 
Satan's Intereſt will ſtrengthen, and un-F 
accountably grow, upon us. The Spirit 
of God in Diſpleaſure will turn away, Þ 
Ger. 6. 3. And if you find it fo hard to Þ 
turn to God now, whilſt his Spirit ſtands 
inviting, and offering his Aid, Ah! 
What can you do when that Wind do:3 
not blow ? 
. Thouſands have come too Jate,witen 
_ the Door has been {hut: And thou aitÞ 
|'' one of thoſe that are in extream Darn- | 
'' ger. Eſau comes howling wien the Pa-B 
. triarchal Bleſſing was already diſpoſed of, 
' The fooliſh Virgins came when the Door 
' was har. Rahab, Toſh, 2. ran next way, ! 
1 and bound the Scarlet Line in the Win-Þ 
dow. With what Pleaſure does ſhe dai- 
\\ ly behold it? Oh happy Pledge of mine 
*h and my Family's Deliverance ! It, Soul, 
E thou art in Earneſt, why not now! 
| Surely Delay damns more Souls than |þ 
| any thing in the World beſides. 
i! S. Rehortation, M -re particularly tO 
{| the Youth. 
"i Make haſte then to give in your An- 
| ſwer to your Call ; bring your Selves a 
fl! a Free-will Offering to God: I wiſh that 
all] Perſons 
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Perſons would ſpeak out their Prejudices 
E againſt Godlinels, that ſo they might be 
Panſwer'd, and remov'd, and they the 
ſooner converted, By ſmothering theſe 
in their Breaſts, they are kept at the 
longer diſtance from God. 

| Obj. However, what. Prejudices ſoever 
F they have beſide, I take it for granted 
F this 1s one, and one of the Prin- 
cipal z namely, that he muſt leave all 


his Pleaſures and Delights behind him, 


' on that Day when he becomes the Lord's. 1 


Il would faia anſwer this, becauſe I be-- 


| lieve it ſecretly holds back its Thouſands, 
and Ten Thouſands, . from God. 


Anſ. 1. The Pleaſure thou takeſt 1n Sin, . | , 


!s but a Diſeaſe upon Humane Nature. 


Was it not that there 13 a Diſtemper upon - |: 


thy Nature, thou couldſt find no Plez- 
{ure in Sin, (tis like drinking abundant- 
ly in a Fever) get then thy Reart chang- 


&, thy Nature purified, and thou walt - 


ind it more ſweet to want thy former 


lweetneſſes. The Pleaſures of Grace and | | 
0 


[1 Pet. 1. 8. Toy Unſpeakable, and full of - 


Holineis run deeper and ſweeter. Deeper, 


Glory, Sweeter, Prov. 3. 17. Her Ways 


are Ways of Pleaſantneſs, and alt her Paths | || 


are Peace. And which adds to their Ex- 
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cellency, they are not ſoon over, butif 


ſence is fulneſs of Jn and at thy Rieht- : 


Mcethods in the Converſion of Sinners t0 


are abiding, Pſz. 16. laſt. They are full | 
Pleaſures, and Everlaſting. Iz thy Pre. 


hand there are Pleaſures for evermore.\Þ 
Suppoſe a Man could ok a Life of 
Pleaſure, free from Care, Fear, Sorrow, 
and all the Encumbrances of Life, yet 
would not this be fit to ſet againſt an 
Immortal Crown of Glory. As the crack 
ling of Thorns under a Pot, ſo is the Lawh- 
fer of the Fool ;, this alſo i is Vanity. Once 
more conſider, Man, how Carnal De-þ 
lights will go off at laſt : They will end 
in Bitterneſs : *T3s better to go to the Houſe 
of Mourning, than to the Pbuſe of fe of Feaſt 

ing, i that is the End of all Men, ani 
the 


ving will lay it to Heart. 


. YyY ff vL-0u9__ IX . fa form 
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DoF. The Lord is pleas'd to take dit- 
ferent Methods, and not to tie himſelf 
to one and the ſame way in the Convei 
fton of Souls. 


mo mu www ta Hs 


1. I would firſt illuſtrate the Point. 
2. Shew whence this Difference aries. 
3. Apply it Caſaiſtically. | 


\ + as 
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1. The Lord has various Ways and 


himic 
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himſelf. AFs 9. 3, 4. A moſt ſtrange and 
{ unheard-of Way, that a Sheet of Light 
2 ſhould blind a Man, and ftrike him down 
i 

* to the Ground. 

| But more particularly, 


” 1, Some have great legal Terrors, 
| AFs 9. 6. Pal ſtands trembling and a- * | 
| ſtoniſht ; again, AGs 16. 29, the Goa- | | 
ler came trembling, and fell down before || 
Paul and Szlas, and ſaid, Sirs, What wuſt 
| 1 do to be ſaved £ Some are very Vile and 
| Notorious Sinners before Converſion, |: 
The whole Country rings of their Pro- #| 
'phaneneſs. And Gad, for the Vindicati- *' 
on of his Honour, will have the Coun- 

| try ring too of their Terror and R@norſe 

of Conſcience. 

| 2, Others, as great Sinners as the for- 
| mer, have very little Terror z but-are '-: 
| rather won by Love, than urg'd by Fearz 
| rather drawn by Kindneſs, than driven 
| by Harſhneſs ; melted by a gentle, imall, © 
{{ti]], Voice : As Zacchens here 13 rejoicing © 
as ſoon as converted. And Matthew the | 

Publican, Lxke 5. invites Chriſt.to'x Feaſt | 

lon the ſ199e Day he was bronyzht Home  '! 
Ito God, He could have had very little || 
WDclight in Feaſting, had hs Wt 
 D:en.. | 
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W been ſharp, and his Soul fill'd with 1: 
gal Terrors. | 
Some are Perſons of Education an{d 
Light, and know where the Plaiſter is 
as ſoon as they ſee their Wound, nay, 
before they were wounded ; ſuch Per- 
ſons are not kept long in Diſtreſs, the 
Mediator being-not at all out of Sight, 
The Spirit of Adoption breathes in 
them as ſoon as they come Home. Yet 
tho' not oppreſs'd with legal Terror, 
they have a Senſe of Sin, which hangs 
upon them all their Lite. They fee tuch 
\ Corruption in their Nature, as make; 
| them to walk up and down, abhorring 
, themſelves in Duſt and Athes, 
wi 3. Some (as to their following Lite) 
|' walk ever after their Converſion under 
Wl a Spirit of Bondage. And Religion is tv 
''/ *em little better than an Houle of Boi:- 
|. dage. They are full of Humiliation : 
ever bound down with Fear. Whit 
Parl felt for a few Days, As 9. 9. Andi 
he was Three Days without Sight, and dir 
neither Eat nor Drink, Theſe feel a!lM« 
their Days. Heman, Pſa. 83. was one: 
of this Number, and thro' the who 
of his Life. Again, Heb. 2.15. Thr: 
Fear of Death were all their Life-tin«$o 
ſubjei 


. 5 Yo my 3, = wan pany” oY Fes 


$602 frames at firſt, ſome have theirs 
fall their Life: Some have theirs on Par- 


| 


'*f ec to Bondage, whilſt others of their 
F How Chriſtians walk cheartully. They 
have ſeen their Wound, have applied 


Promiſe of God, the Faithfulneſs of the 


cziv'd, and their Souls are ſafe: And 
God has kept their Feet, ſo that they 
have not fallen into any particular oroſs 
$2 azainſt Covenant to revive their 
[] errors, 


puiſh of Spirit under the fir Work up- 
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the Remedy, have and do Believe the 


Mediator, conſequently that they are re- | 


\ Others that have been fill'd with An- 


0n 'em, when this has gone off, their 
Evidences have cleard up fo much the 
brighter z whilſt thoſe that had been al- 
ways Civil, and under a plous Educa- 
tion, and could not perceive their Change 
'F ſenſibly, have been always full of 
Doubts and Fears : -Some have their Bon- 


ticular Seaſons; as when under ſome 
preat outivard Afﬀiction , or inward 
emptation, as in Paul's Caſe, 2 Cor. 12. 
.. or {me oreat fall into Sin ; this was 
he Caſe of Peter, When thou dt con- 
erted ſtrengthen th by Brethren, His Re- 
overy irom his Fall coft him as much 
An- 


_ 


Anguiſh and Bitterneſs as a firſt Conver. 
ſion : And upon that Account fo ca'l'd ;\ 
or ſome great and difficult Services, or 


up, or much caſt down, and this I 100 
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Reproaches and Sufferings, for him, theſ: 


may as much tend to let a Man down 


into his own Heart, and ſo to humble 
him, as Impreſſions of God's Wrath mad: 


upon his Spirit : And tie procuring orf 


ſettling Hamiliation 1n our Souls, 1; 


God's Intendment in 2'l or any of the: 


abovenam'd Methods, 
Some never had that we call the {ir 


Love. Yer. 2. 2. i rememoer thee, tis 
Kindneſs of thy Youth, the Love of thin 


+ lbs when thor didſt follow me in i 
Wi; 


Iderneſs, in a I and that was not ſows 


Others not only uncerſtand what th 


means by their own joyful Experience] 


but have in thoſe Days been as it wer 


in Heaven: As Paz! in his Rapturs 
2 Cor, 12. 1, 2, 3, 4.01 which I Deſign ! 
diſtin& Diſcourte when more at Leilur: 


Some few do keep their Firſt-love all thc 


Days : But they are very, very, fesv, (a 


leaſt that I have heard of) tho' I aw 
not bzen al:ogether negligent mn my #1 
quiry on that Had. Laſtly, There ai 
that have an even Frame, not much lil 


Jn 
wy 


” F"% 
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F pon as the beſt Frame, molt Honou- 
Eble to God, and moſt Advantageous 
to the Sp: ritual Life. 
E 4. In all Things none are exactly a- 
Bite : : not Two in an hundred that have 
Felt juſt the ſame things in all Circum- 
ſtances, tho' in the Main they are all a- 
like, As for Inſtance, there 1s In e- 
pry One a Senſe of Sin, as a deftiling 
and damning Thing ; great and oppref- 
Fling Trouble of Spirit poſſibly there may 
Mot be. All are humbled, but all are 
not alike humbled. All ſee themſelves 
loſt and undone, but all do not cry out 
of this, and make a noiſe of their Spirt- 
taal Diſtrefſes. Mary Mazdalen ſcems to 
have been a ſilent Weeper. 
So they all have a Sight of Chriſt as the 
alone Remedy. Soine make more haſte 
to Jeſus Chriſt than orhers 3 but they 
Wal: come to him, tho' not running an 
Iequal pace. Matt. 1. 28, compard with 
Wer. 2. latter end. 
K Again, they all give up themſelves 
Wo the Sanctifying Spirit, to be. direQed 
W:d led by him: And by this we 
now them to be converted indeed. Row. 
EF 14. As many as are led by the Spirit 
f God, are the Sons of God, 


| None 


{ 
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None. muſt expett to find all theſe in" 
their own Souls. Yct if they cann«Mp" 
find their own Caſe under ſome cr oof! 
ther of theſe inſiſted on, they hawſſ® 
Cauſe, and juſt Canſe, to donbt of, ani 
queſtion, their Converſion to God, | 
©. Whence docs this Difterence ariſe" 
Or what Account may be given why i 
1s thus with {ome, and otherwile with co. 
thers, that have as much Grace, and 
ſure and thorough a Work, wrought n+ 
them? IM 

Anſ. 1. Something may be attributed"? 
to a Natural Temper. Some are of i" 
ſad and melancholy Temper themſelves, 
who can ſcarce bear to fee another 
Laugh. Now Grace does not take a- 
way the Natural Temper, nor is it is 
Deſign, but only to r<Aifte it. Cor- 
ruption has diforcer'd it, Grace fets it 
right, and bids it go on. Thou ſhoul{tF- 
not go about to have thy Natural Ten-F 
per alter'd, but to have it ſanctifted, that 
thou may'it improve it tor God. 


Anſ. 2. There 13 ſomething to be at-i'* 
tributed to the Miniſtry under which {M'* 
the Lord hss plac'd them, For tho thei : 

_ Term Legal Preacher is abuſively vs C 


in our Day, whilſt the moſt ski/ful 
| Preachers, 
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Preachers, (who know how to diſtin» 
puiſh between Law and Goſpel, and 
vive both their due Honour; knowing 
that as the Goipel never Convinces, ſo 
the Law never Converts, but both Law 
and Goſpel concur in every true Con- 
verſion) are fo accounted by thoſe who 
zve ſtudied but One or Two Points irz 
Divinity, and therefore can Preach no- 
thing elſe : Yet there 1s a Miniſtry that 
may properly be called Legal, and a 
Miniſtry that may properly be called E- 
rangelical : As theMiniſtry under which 
1c fit is darker/ or clearer, more or leſs 
Fying Souls the Way to Chriſt, and 
what uie to make of him in Religion, 
£ will 3t be accordingly with the Spirits 
of the Hearers. By the way let me 
dd, taat is 4 corrupt Miniſtry, and 'tis 
vpaſafſe to fit under 1f, that dots not 
2c Souls how to wals with God, as 
p as how we 1re reconciled to him z 
Which dots not initruct Souls how 
to Live upon Chrift, and to Chiiſt, as 
eir alone Juſtifier, SanCtifter and Sa- 
107. 

3. After all, 'as a Diſpenſation, ta 
ome tis g1vcn, to others it 13 not g1- 
len.” I/e.61- 1,2, 3.  Agditl, 2 Cor.'2. 
| {D 14,15. 


__ 
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T4, 15. Now Thanks be to God who alway 
eauſeth us to Triumpb in Chriſt, 


F. Do not trouble thy ſelf fo much 2. 
bout this, that thou waſt not wroutl: 


upon in this way, or in that ; but («| 
that the Work it ſelf be wrought, and 


that thou art converted to God. 


Caſe. Do all know the time of their 


Converiion? For 'tis plain ſome do. 17 
T. 9g. They themſelves ſhew of us, wa 
manner of entering in we hai unto jou ff 
and how ye turned to God from Idols, ff 


ſerve the Living and True God. 
Anſw. No, there are many that have 


the Grace of God, that could not, can-þ 
. not, tell when the Lord was plzaſed fir 
to enter into their Hearts, Perſons cf af 
Serious and Religions Education nav: 

zen converted without Noiſe ; Grace Ci 
inſenſibly {lide into their Hearts, wit 
out Norice, as into Lydia's ; ever civilizd 


and under reſtraining Grace, nouriſh'd up 


among the Words of Truth, they can 


tell the time when the Truth firſt becam: 
ſweet to them ; only they can ſay with ti: 
Blind Man, Joh 9. Whereas TI was blind, 


wow I ſee. Weare convinc'd of the Sin 0 
Nature 


: 5 TITUDET Trot. VU 


Nature, that we are liable to Wrath 
We know our Remedy lyes in Jeſus 
Chriſt, to him we have vielded. God 
_ (adored be his Name) open'd our 
Hearts, and let in his Word, as he 
dd into Lydia's. But when it was firſt 
done he only knows. He only who firſt 
&nit our Hearts to Chriſt, knows the 
time when it was firſt done. 
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EU K.: XIX. 7, 8. 


Und when they ſaw it, they all 


murmur d, ſaying, That be wasf 
gone to be Gueſt with a Man 
that is a Sinner. And Zaccheusfi 


flood, and ſaid unto the Lord, 


Behold, Lord, the half of my, 
© Goods I give to the Poor, and if 
| T hawe taken any thing from anyl 
Man by falfe Accuſation, I rel, _ 


FOv bin Fourfold. 


E are now come to Conſider the 


_ Conſequents or Effetts of hs]; 
Converſion. 


1. The World's Rage is a common: 
and very uſual Conſequent of a Man-: 


Converſion. They are Angry z tho 
 murmuR 


Diſcourſes, GC, OS 
murmur the World will not turn to 


God, yet are angry if one of their Com- 


: 
4 
4 
0 
. 
J 


panions break off from their League 


with Satan, and become traly Serious 


and Godly. They will not follow 
Chriſt, nor are they willing any others 
ſhould. Tres. 29, 30. 4nd Levi made 
him a great Feaſt in his own Houſe, and 
there was a great Company of Pubſicans, and 
of others that ſat down with them. But 


{ 


their Scribes and Phariſees murmur d, 


&c. Make that Text {pzak 5-7lifh, in 
tte Language of onr Day, and it will 


v2 to this Senſe, Theſe 1znornt People 


b 
C4 
ts, 
: 
; 


ran after Factious, Schiſmaticai, Teacaers z 


Itlicy are our Parliniuuers, and we Are 
their prop:r Miniſters, having a gat 
Eiltabliſhment, they murmur. 


Peſt, Pot why can't the Ungodly 


2 IP pa 
bear this ? 
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| Arty. Man is angry at the Grace of 
God ; his Eye is Evil, becziſe God's Eye 
? 


o 
» 


in this the Ungod'y do main- 
ly reſemble the Devil, who will have 
Quarrel againſt every _ toning 1 
and againſt every thing of God, 


ER Qi t | 1, PEE © f 
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urning Proteſtant, objected to 
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him, that when he was a young Man 
he ha 1 written wanton Poems, or Verles; 
This Man (fays he) Envies me the Gras 
of Qot. 

2, The Conſequent or Effect of it 
upon his own Heart, and that was a great 
and mizhty Change. Zacchens ſtood, 
that is, in Medio: Signifying his open, 
publick, Pro:ethon. This Effet was 
Twoiold. 


7, ſuſtice, which appears in his Re- 
folntion to make Reſtitution. 

Left, But what does he mean by ths, 
If {| have wrongd or defranded any 
Man : ? 

Anſw. Tis 2s it he had ſaid, I an. 
willing, bat, alias, tnhere 1s fo much Sir  p 
twilted with my 11-gotten Eſtate, that 
unleſs they put in their Cia:m, I cai' 
reſtore, tor | know not to Waoni | tl 
thou'd do it, Bat 1 ijpeak this open!y, ff a! 
that thoſe who kno'y I hive wrons'dÞÞ hk 
them, may come to me, and I will max: Vi 
Aeſtitu tion. V1 

2, Ris Reavenlineſes, The World Mth 
no longer a {weet Morlel to him, as uf 
was betore his Converſion 5 which wel 
may fee by his aþ.udant Alms, The "1 7 
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f my Goods T give to the Poor ; as alſo by 
exceeding the Demands of the Law in 
| making Reſtitution. In {one Caſes a 
{Man was to reſtore Fivetold, Exod, 
' 22, 1. Ithe ſtays till legally convict: -d, 
| and the Goods were found in his Hand, 
* he was to reſtore double, Exod. 22. 4. 
* But in Caſe ofa voluntary, penitent, Con- 
 feſſion, as his was, here he was only ob- 
 lipg'd to add a Fifth Part, according to 
FR 5. 6, 7. But as an Effect of that 


| real and potent Change Grace hal made + 


' upon his Heart, and as an Evidence of 
the Heavenlineſs of his Temper, he gives 


' back more than the Letter of the Law ” 


requires of him. 


|. From the Words thus divided and ex- 
plain'd, 


 Obſerv. 1. All the fanitiiying Opera- 
tions of the Spirit of God do generally 
daiſpleaſe tie W orld, They do not like 
ais Works of Provyidenc?, much Icf3 his 
Works of Grace. Not a Man ot 'em in- 
vites Chriſt to his own Houle, and yet 
3 are -di{contented that h2 goes into 
the Houſe of Zaccheus, 1 Cor. 1. 26, 
[27. Yon fee your Calling, Brethren, not 


prary VWite Men after the £ leſh, not any 
Ughty, 


v 

i 
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oo if courſes 9Nn 


Mighty, not many Nobles, are called. You 
ſee your Calling, Brethren ; 3 as if he had 
ſaid, you ſee, Brethren, in what Chan. 
nel the Grace of God cenerally runs, 
up2n the Mean, the Vile, the Poor, ti: 
Baſe, 5n th: Eyes of the World. Be you 
not ofience: 2: Gol's Way, The World, 
and the Chur::) of God, ever were, 2nd 
ever Will be, v0 Oppolite Parties, 
Thoſe that do no: L2ve God, will al- 
ways have ſomethin2 or other to fay 9- 

4Sinſt Cod. He cal's and gathers to 
| "Pimſelf ſuch as the World think are the 
moſt unfit, as Meazajeh, Matthew the 
Publican, Parl, Zaccheus, lardaler ; tho 
this very thing docs greatly _ ar 
Chriſt to heavy laden Sinners. Luke 35; 


1. T1hen drew near unto 52 | all the Pre 


>. 
AT 


licans and Sinners fo ww to hear hag NV eat 


—_— !, 


was it that drew 'em? \\Yiy, Vertie 2, 
it was 2 common Report, ana cal; it 


Ciriſt by way of R<pro oach, ihat this 


_—— 
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Man rccciveth Sinners. Thi 15 mage ler- 
fble Sinners. then, and ever fince, 
tiock aiter him, and clignt to hear iro! 
him in Golpel Orc :! NaNces, bs 
Parts they are cenerally Mean 2: 4 LE 
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that they are generally a deſpiſed, re- 
proached, Company : The Goſpel Offer is 


made to all, but moſtly the Poor re- 


\cejve the Goſpel. God paſſes by ſuch as 
the World makes moſt account of 5 wio 
think themſelves more prepar'd for 


Heaven, than thoſe that the Lor.l does 
take. Hence th: y Murmur, Fuke 15. 
'The Elder Brother was ſo offended he 


be out of Humour at his Favour ſhew'd 
to this poor Sinner z yet he will go on, 
he will doit. 1 obſerve hereupon, that 
neither the Envy nor Diſcontent of theſe 
hinder Zacchens's Joy: Nor the Envy 
and Wrath of the Elder Brother:ſtifle& 
the Maſick and Dancing that was-inahe 


of Grace. The Gifts and Calling of God 
are without Repentance, nor can any 
thing in the World kinder Cirilt*s Joy 
in the Soul, or the Soul's Joy in him. 

2. Of. Ie is no: the Light of Reaſon, 
Ibut of Grace, that muſt ſh2w a Man 
what he is in himſelf. Now ſez how 
Yacchens {trands and loaths himſelf, and 
, | rclolves 


7 accheus s Converſion, 69 
from having the Honour of the World, 


Grace, and in a much fairer way for | 


would not £o in. The Lord Chriſt . 
knew how much theſe Perionz would _ | 


Houle, God never repents of his:Gifts. 


EE 
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refolves to caſt uni; cyery Sin, Grace 
in the ticart always vreeds ſuch a dif- 
like of Sin, «hat thy Two are incom- 
patible. According to our Love to 
Ch:ifr, ſuch is our hatred of Sin :$ Toy 
that love the Lord, hate Evil, 

2. Obſ. Tho' Morality is not Grace, 
yet there is no ſuch thing as Grace with 
out it, There may be Morality where 
there is not Grace : A Gracious Action, 
and a Moral Aion, are the ſame for the 


Matter of 'em: A Gracious Action flows 


from a renew'd Nature as its Principle, 
and aims at the Glory of God: A Mo-Þ 


ral Action differs from the other as to 
its Principle and End. There can then 
be no Grace without Morality. Grac: 
includes Morality. Zacchens is becom: 


Gracious, now ſee how exattly Jult he 
!s, and will reſtore ; Without Reſtitu- 


tion Repentance is but feigned. There 
muſt be Alms, but theſe muſt proceed 
from, and grow upon, the Root of Ju- 
ſtice: Man! Firſt pay thy Debts, then 


vive Alms, elſe thou giveſt that whichy 


IS another's, not thine own. This: he 
does preſently, not ſtaying till Death. 


r. Qu 


Zaccheus's Converſiom, 7T 
1. Pref. Is every Penitent that has 
wrong'd another, oblig'd upon His Re- 

| pentance to give as he did, halt bis 

| Goods ? 

Anſ. There was a time when all was 

 requir'd, and Jaid at the Apoſtles Feet. 

| But I muſt enter this Cautionary to pre- 

'vent Miſtakes ; this was a Duty only 


to thoſe that cou'd comply with 1t, as 


our Lord Tiomewhere {ſaid in another 
Caſe, He that car receive this ſa aying, let hine 
Freceive it, Togo on ; if in fome Cir- 
 cumſtances of Life all ſhorw'd be call'd 
for, then all ſhould be rendred. Such a 

| Ouantum however ſhould at all times 
be oven, as would ſheiy that the Love 
of the World was dead 1n us. 


2. Queſt, How ſhould I reſtore ? 

Anſ. 1. if the Scripture plainly deter- 
mines thee, as it docs in ſome Caſes, do 
not banlk thy Daty, or diſturb the Reſt 
0! thy Conlcience, for all the Woric 

2, When the Scripture gives no par- 
ticular or full DireGion, look to the 
Law of the Land, whar that dire&s in 
the Caſe : Oc to the Civil Law, which 
bs the Law of Nature, and the Law 
of Nations, which is indeed __ rs 
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Explication of the Rowan Law of the 

Twelve Tables. 
Obſ. 4. A* Gracious Perſon upon hi; 
Converſion immediately diſmiſſes his be. 
loved Sin, caſts it off, and ſets himſelf: 
more againſt that than any other Sin, 
Every one, or at leaſt moſt Perſons, 
have a ſtronger Byaſs upon 'em to ſome 
Sins than to others. Grace ſtrikes chick 
ly at the beloved Sin, into which Ori- 
ginal Sin empties its ftrength. It we 
hate and forſake Sin as Sin, it is becauſe 
3t 15 contrary to God ; and that Rex 
jon will as well, hold againſt all Sn. 
For he that offends, ſays ihs Apo 
Faxes, in one Point, that 18 knowin- yl 
and wytully, 7s Guilty of all ;, for he #5: 
fays, Thou ſhalt not commit Adultery, [<1 
alſo, Thou ſhalt not Steal, Some oref 
Luſt damred Herod, ard ſo it wayjl 
thee. : 
 _WhenlI fay a true Convert does tirÞþ 
preſently, I do not mean it fo, as il 
ſome Sins did not take. more time to 
mortifie than others. No Sin is fo througuþ 
ly mortified in this Lite, but that it may 
at particular times ſtir again. The os 
of our Coniplexion will not wholly 
us forget what they were. The ice 
+, 
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lof 'em ſticks to our Cloaths : But this [ 
tay, that he immediately ſets himfelt a- 
Is2inſt them. His ſetting himſelf againſt 


[this Sin, diſcovers his Sincerity ; for it | 


$isa denying our Carnal Self. To deny 
ECarnal Self for God, ſhews us to be ſo 
{far ſincere and upright for God. Hoſ. 14. 
18, Ephraim ſhall ſay, what have I to do any 
more with Idols 2 &c. From the Words 
thus expounded, take this 


DoF. The Efficacy and Power of the 
Grace of God is mightily ſeen in the 
Converſion of a Sinner. When Grace 
comes and changes the Heart, the Heart 
ſoon changes its wonted Objedts : It loves 
what before it hated ; it hates what be- 
fore it lov?d. Heaven and Earth look ve- 
ry differently from what they did. 


The Love of Earth goes off, the Love | 


of Heaven enters the Soul. Lake 5. 27. 
Matthew the Publican did not ſo muctt as 
Sk time © togo home to make his Will, 
* to ſet his Aﬀairs in Ordcr, but imme- 
* diately ſhuts up Shop, and follows 
'** Chriſt. How did the Neighbourhood, 


Ithink you, deride and ſcoff him for |. 


throwing off his Buſineſs, and following 


Ithe Carpenter's Son 2 But the Light of |: 
E Grace ||j 


—_ = 
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Grace 1s both convincing and affecting; 
It convinces us of the Folly and Danger 


of our former Courſes ; we lo ſee the 
Evil of Sin, the Vanity of the World, 


the Excellency of Heaven, the Shortnelz 
of Time, the Worth of the Soul, that 


we are deeply affected with them ; and 


ſo affected, that we cannot but obey 


thoſe. Convidtionss When the kind 


Hour of God's Deſign is come, all Blocks 


and Hindrances in the Way of a Sinners iſ 


Converſion, ſhall be remov'd : Nothing 
ſhall keep the Soul any longer from com- 
ing home to God. 


MET H-O-D. 

Here let us enquire, 

1. What Converſion 1s. 
It isno leſs . than a deliberate Ded1ca- 
tion of our ſelves to God. We hear 
Chriſt calling us, and at his Call we 


withdraw our ſelves from a worldly 


Courſe, Eph. 2.2. from the Service ot 
Sin and Satan, refuſing any longer to ſerve 
divers Luſts and Pleaſures, Titus 3. 3. We 


| now paſs over the Right of our {elves to 
\ the Lord; grieving that we have lived 


ſo long unacquainted with him z W3th- 
out God in the World, Eph. 2. 12, We 
are 
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zre yielding our ſelves to God, as thoſe 
that are alive from the dead, Rom. 6. 13. 
borh what we are, and what we have 3 
'as Jeſus Chriſt (conſidered as Media- 
| tor) was wholly God's Servant, entirely, 
and in every thing, his :' So we, 1 Cor. 3. 
13ſt, are Chriſt's z that is, we aim to be _ 
fo; wedo not pretend to look uponour |; 
{-ives hereaſter as our own 3; though. |» 
o:her Lords have had Dominion over - 
vs, yet now from henceforih we make | 
m:aton only of I1s Name, h 


More particularly. 

7. Itisa rurmiag from the Creature ts: 
God, as the Fountain of all true Happi- 
nels. We begin to account the Enjoy- 
ment of God as tne ſupream Felicity 
of our Souls. Satan gives Man a wrong 
End, and thruſts the Creatures, and Bo- 
ally Comforts, into God's Place, and 
Man 1s well content it ſhould be ſo. He 
2025 on, loving the Creatures more than the 
Lreator ; loving Pleaſures more than Gol, 
[2 Tim. 2. 2, And all this tim? never 
miſſes God. All his Thoughts, Cares, 
and Enquiries,are after a worldly Happi- 
neſs. Pſal. 4. 6, 7. There be many that 
ay, ho will ſhew us any good; any worldly 
E 2 good £ 
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good 2 The Natural Man knows no higher, 
and therefore deſires nothing higher, 
But converting Grace alters his Eſteem 
and Judgment of Things; now his 
Prayers, Deſires, and Aﬀections, run a- 
nother Way. P/al. 4.6. The Natural Man 
was for any Good, the Gracious Perſon 
only for the Favour of God. Lord, lif: 
thou up the Tight of thy Countenance upon 
us ; thou haſt put gladneſs in my Heart, 
mire than in the time that their Corn and 
| fheir Vine increaſed. That is, the Natural 
tl: cannot be more pleaſed and delightel 
{ with the Worid, than 1 am 1n God, at 
iuch times as I have the Light of his 


Countenance. He values God, and his 


Intereſt in him, above all z and loves 
him with a ſupream Love. Pſal. 73. 25. 


bom have I in Heaven but Thee £ Anil 


there is none on Earth that my Soul defrres 
beſides thee: Now he 15 turning to tic 
Lord with his whole Heart. Tur zeto 
me, even to me, with all your Feart,)ocl 2. 


12, Some return, but not to the Moſt High, 
as the Prophet complains. Some {et ou 


of Ezypt, but never reach to Cardar. 


2. From all falſe Truſts and Dependen-iſ 
cies, to depend purely and alone on 
tae Righteonſneſs of Jeſus Chriſt for Sai-Þþ 


- vation, 
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| vation. Every unconverted Perſon has 
| 2 ſecret Truſt in ſomething ſhort of 


| Chriſt. This was the ruining Miſtake of 


| the Jewiſh Nation ; Rome. 10. 3. Going 4: 
bout to eſtabliſh their own Righteouſneſs, 


| they did not ſubmit 10 the Righteouſneſs of” | 


| God, The Lord Chriſt calls himſelf tae 
| Way 3 Foher 14.6. I am the Way, the 
| Truth, and the Life, that is, I am tre 

| true Way to Life; No Man comes to the 
| Father, but by me - 'Tis his Office to bring 

| Sinners to God, 1 Pet. 3. 18, Therefore 


| be ſuffer d for Sins, the Juſt for the On-- 


juſt, that he might bring us to God. It 
then we rely upon any thing 1n our f=:ves 
that ſhajl 4o this for us, we put Chritt 
out of Office: No Sinner 45 . converted 
till he comes bacek-to- God, from waor 

he had wander'd. None can cone to 
God, but whom Jeſus ſhall brig is him, 
So that ſolong as a Perſon is uvnacquain- 
ted with the Perſon and Ofice of the 
| Mediitor, his Converfion is not wroaght, 
| his Work 15 not done. 

| 2, FromSin to Holineſs; Froz Dark- 
neſs to Light, Ati 26. 18. and from the 
| Power of Satan unto God. To Holineſs, 
1as the Way to Heaven :; as you would 
turn a Man that had loſt his Way, into. 
| E 3 the 
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the right Way again, Rom. 6. 4. We 
ſhould walh in newneſs of Life 5 and wete 
raiſed up from the Death of Sin on pur- 
poſe. He what in him lyes unweaves the 
Web of Sin he has woven. The Jaylor 
repenting of his Cruelty, waſhes Pazl's 
Stripes. Mary Magdalen weeps over her 
Wantonneſs, Her Hair 1s no longer 
Plaited into Towers, but is become a 
Towe) to wipe her Lord's Feet. Lacchers, 
that had oppreſſ:d, opprefles no longer, 
but relfores, Paul, who did perfecate, 
now preaches, and builds up the 
Churches, 

Leſt, How 15 a true Convert turn'd 
from $11 ? 

Anſ. 1. He is ſet againſt every Sin, 
He does not make any Sin his Choice, 
An Hypocrie exchanges one Sin for ano- 
Y ther; lays down one, and takes up ano- 
I ther. Jer. 2. 56. Why caddeſs thou about 
| ſo much to ch Fange th Wo ? Thou alſo ſhali 
ve aſpamed of Fayor, as thou waſt Is 
ll of Afiyria, 

Anſw. 2. The Life reins, but not the 
Power of Sin. Ahab ſold timſelf to Sin. O- 


thers are {o-willinzly the Captives of Sir, 


that tney do not feel Sin's Power, becauſz 
it rales them Þy their own Choice : Nor 
does 
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does the Love of Sin remain, Rox, 7: 
Through the whole, Pau! complains un. 
der the Tyranny of Sin, as a Man in a 
' State of Slavery and Bondage. It remains 
indeed but his Burthen, his Sorrow, his 
' continual Sorrow, his greateſt Sorrow he 
 hasin this World. His Reproaches, his 
| Afﬀflictions, go not ſo near his Heart as his 
| Sin. V. 15. That which I do, I allow no ; 
| for what I would, that do I not ; but what 
| { hate, that do 1. Again, V. 19. For the 
Good that I would, T do not but the F= © 
vil which I would not, that I do. V. 24, 
0 wretched Man that I am, who ſhall de» \ 
liver me from the Body of this Death 2 ; 
4. From a Worldly, to a Spiritual, Wor= 
ſhip. John 4. Our Fathers worſhipped in 
this Mountain, and ye ſay, that Jeruſa- 
lem 3s the Place where Men onght to worſhip. 
Chrit anſwers, The Hour cometh, and now 
is, when ye ſhall neither in this Mountain 
| nor yet at Jeruſalem,worſhip the Father. No 
Relative Holineſs of Places now, A » 
| Ship, an Houſe, a Barn, a Wood, is as ac- 
ceptable to God a5a Conſecrated Chapel. 
| They that worſhip the Father, muſt, as 
our Saviour there goes on, worſhip him in 
 Opirit and in Truth, for fach the Father | 
q | I to worſhip him. God is a Spirit, and |. 
q | the 


pr 
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they that worſhip him, muſt worſhip hins'in 


[ 


Spirit and in Truth. This Man noy 
places the greateſt Comfort of his Life in 
Communion with God. 1 Jehr 1. 3, 4. 
Our Fellowſhip is with the Father, and with 


his Son Jeſus Chriſt ; and theſe things write 
Joy may be full 


we unto you, that your 
The fulleſt Joy ſuch an one has on Earih, 
comes 1n at this Door, 


A natural Con- 8 


{cience will put a Mzn upon paying fome Þ 


Homage to God : But he conſiders not 
the Principle from which it muſt pro- 
ceed, a Regencrate Heart. Nor the Man- 


ner, that it muſt be according to God's 
own Appointment in his Word. Seethat 
thou make all things according to: the Put- 
tern ſhewed thee in the Mount, The Work 


} done, quiets a Natural Conſcience ; but 


a Regenerate Perſon is not calle, unlels 
he meets with God, and has Comm:- 
nion with him in his Worſhip. Pal. 43 


4. Then will I go to the Altar of God. Feſ 
Tecals himſelf; I will look farcher than 
ſo; Iwill go unto God himſelf, my exceeding 


Joy- 


2. Properties of Converſion. 
1. The Change that Converting Grace 
makes, is univerſal, I hate every falſe 
Way. Objed. 
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| ObjeF. None ſo holy but ſtep awry in- 
to ſome falſe Way. | 
| Axſw. 'Tis only ſaid, therefore I hate 
every ſuch Way : Nor can any Man live 
| and not fin : But the meaning is, he lives | 
Ein the allow'd Practice of no known Sin, 
nor in the allow'd Neglect of any known | 
Duty. 
| 2. He prays, Zec5. 12, 10. TheSpirit 
of Grace you fee, by that Text, 18a 
| Spirit of Supplication. So Panl, 
Adts-9. 11. Behold he prays. As cabborn 
2s he was before, he is now brought up- 
on his Knees.Communion with God can't |} 
be kept up without it 2 Hence Souls, un- ,, 
der their firſtWork, are more giving them- * 
ſelves up to, and abounding in, Prayer. _ 
Ephraim dwells now upon his Knees, 
| Jer. 31. 18. bemoaning himtelf, and 
crying, Turn thou me, and 1 ſhall be turn- 
cd, Till Satan perſuades them that they 
!hal! tire themſelves, with {o great La- 
our and Diligence in the Spiritual Life ; 
neither 13 it needful ; others, that are by . 
all accounted ſolid Chriſtians, do not 
give themſelves ſo great trouble ; there- 
FF iore, Sou), ſpare thy ſelf; hereupon the 
ou! grows more ilight and careleſs | 
| then 
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then immediately it loſes its firſt Love ; 
which, to that degree, 1s ſeldom recover- 
ed more in this World. 

3. The Heart 1s caſt into the Mould of 
the Goſpel, and 1s learning Reſignation 
to God. Lord, what wilt thou have me to 
dog He chuſes an Holy Walk, as th: 


 preſcrib'd Path leading to Heaven. God 


is ſetting this Man apart for himſelf, Viz! 
4. And therefore, in requital to {ſuch 
Love, he 1s ſetting himſelf apart for 
God. They, 2 Cor. 8. 5. Firſt gave their 
own ſelves to the Lord, and then to 4, 
by the Will of God. And the Divine Flame 
of Love in his Soul is making its daily 
aſcenſions up towards the Throne of 
God. His Heart loves to be where Chriſt 
1s. He longs to grow purer and pur.r. 
x John 3. 3. Is rowpurifying himſelf, a: 
God zs pure. - 


4. This Work of Converſion (til the £' 


Soul has been once ſcaled) is always more f 


or leſs attended with Suſpicion and Fear. 


The Queſtion runs round among Cariſts 
Apoſtles, LORD, IS IT 1? Every one 


doubting of himſclt, but none anſwering | 
another. So David, Pſal. 139. Search 
ze, O God, and know my Heart ;, try 1, 


and kniw my Thoughts and ſee if ther: 


+: 
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Zaccheus's Converſton. 
be any wicked Way iz me 5 and lead me in 
the Way Everlaſting. 

5. Theydefire Growth; 1 Pet. 2. 2: As 


yew born Babes deſire the ſincere M3zlk 
of the Word, that ye may grow thereby. 


LAs they are bid to do fo, ſo it is their Pro- 


perty to do fo; their Thirſt is now 
quenched after the World ; they have a 
better and more honourable Thirſt upon 
'em. They would be more holy, more 
every way LIKE GOD, never ſatisfied 
till they do get up to Heaven. 

6, Grace has ſtruck at the Root of 
Pride. They are now humbled -under a 
ht of Sin. Before they could not think 
Evil of themſelves: Now they ſee no- 
thing in themſelves but Evil; and can 
think better of every one than of them- 
(clves. 

\ 75, They would have others converted 
too, Luke 5. 29. Levi thought then, 
as MelanGhon did {ince) that Jeſus Chriſt 
Would convert at! he ſhould ſpeak to 
With the ſame eaſe he converted him. 
Wherefore you ſee there he invites a 
; Wreat Company to Supper, that Chriſt 
| Wight have Opportunity of ſpeaking to 
, {is Companions. And Levi made him a 
2 tat Feaſt in his own Houſe, and there was 


- 


a great | 


| p 


| Diſcourſes on 


a great Company of Publicans, and others, 
that ſate down with theme. 


» 


3. What are the Hindrances of Con- 
verlion ? _ 


x7. Stupid Ignorance. John 4. 10, 
If thou kneweſt the Gift of God, and who it 
is that ſaith to thee, give-me to drink, thou 


wouldſt have arched, and he would have. 


ven thee I iving Water, The Old Crcy- 


tion began in Light, ſo does the New, 


Iſai. 6. 10. Shut their Eyes, left they [te 


with their Eyes, and underſtand with th:ir 
Hearts, and be converted. A Man may 
have great Knowledge, and not be con- 


verted. (The Devil has vaſt ſtorcs off 


Knowledge) yet no Man can be con- 
verted that has not Knowledge. | 
2. A Falſe Righteouſneſs. Some think 


they arenot ſo ſinful as to need Repen: 


tance, or to need a better Rightcouinels 


than their own. There is a Gemeratin 
that are pure in their own Eyes, jet are nit 


cleanſed from their filthineſs. 


2, When Chriſt's Righteouſneſs is api 
ply'd to the Soul that has not been as yet 
wounded with a Senſe of Sin. Hencl 


no unconverted Souls are ſo hard! 
wrouglt 
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wrought upon as thoſe who were never 
wounded for Sin, but yet hear daily 
of Chriſt, and the Golpel Way of Sal- 
vation by him. They have the Re- 
| medy already in their Hand how 
will you perſuade 'em that they muſt 
now, after all, be firſt wounded, that 


the Remedy may take place, and a far- 


ther Work be wrought in the Heart ? 
4. Ungodly Company. Hence, Gal. 


One» ona oa A, mw mortort etmeenmmethentongc thn. oo 
I” p_ 


[x.- 16. Paul, after the Grace of God | 


| had touched his Heart, preſently left off 
| conferring with Fleſh and Blood ; who 
| will prove very bad, nay, the very 
worſt of Counſellors in Matters relating 
| to Salvation. 
| 5. Sinning againſt the Light. Such 
the Lord does oft-times give up to their 
own hardneſs, wiich they thereby con- 
tract, and fufter them to run on head- 
long to Deſtruction, Prov. 29. 1. He 
| that being often reprov d, hardens his 
| Heart, ſhall ſuddenly be deftroy'd, "and 
| that without remedy, When Men ihut 
their Eyes againſt the Ligiit, God often 
Wthen cloſes them up: Tiey cloſe em 
KM voluntarily, and {tubborniy, God clotes 
[them jadicially. I1ſaiab 6. 9, 10. com- 
Wpar'd with Johz 12. 40. They would ”_ 
| F ee 
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ſec the Light, leſt they ſhould be led in- 
to the Way of Holineſs by it 5 wel 
then, they . ſhall not ſee it. 'Tis but 
juſt. And after Souls have been try'd a 
while, and yet will perſiſt in their Unbe- 
let and Impenitency, now God's Oath 
comes and ſhuts them up unalterably in 
their miſerable State, The Peritent Be- 
liever ſhall certainly be ſaved. He has 
God's Oath for him. Heb. 6. 18, 19. 
The Golpel-Sinner, that coniinues 1n his 
Impenitency and Unbelief, ſhall moſt 
certainly be damned, becauſe Goi's 
Oath lyes againſt him. Heb. 3. 12. 
—o whom IT ſware in my Virath that 
ihey ſhouid not enter into my Reſt. 

F. 4. Exhortation to perſuade Poor 
mif:rabl2 Sou!s to turn and be happr, 
Either thou muſt turn or burn, ls it not 
better to be preſerved in Vinegar, than 
tO hogs in Honey ? 

Thou art perpetually under the 
Wrath of God. He is anery with the 
Wicked every Day. Whcre-ever thou 
art, whatever thou art doing, 10 what 
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am I yet got from under the Wrath oi 
God, or no? If thou turn not, P/al, 


7. 12, 


—— 


Company {oever thou art making thy («| 
merry, yet, Man, think with thy 1:1; 
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-, 12. He "will whet his Sword : He hath 
bent his Pow, and made it ready : Fe hath 
alſo preper'd fr him the Inſtruments of 
Death, Thou arc under the Curſe 
of the Law, and every ©: Day 
lialle to Hell, The Curſe hangs over 
thy Head, though God forb-ars thee. 
His Wrath, Fobn 3. laſt, is ſaid to abide 
war ſuch, hab they don't feel it, 
0, what a dreadful Roll of Curſes is 
there in Dent. 28, Curſed within 
Doors, and without; at Home, and A- 
doad; in City, and in the Ficld. If 
Deaths cores, thou art preſently in Hell. 
What a trouble it would be to any Man. » 
to b2 perpetually liable to an Arreſt 
cycry time he looks out of Doors? O 
Low dreadful this Caſe, to be ever 
on the brink of an everlaſting flaming 
heil! Reader, if thon waſt truly fen- 
ible of thy Caſe, thou covldfit not 
ſiead theſe Tis with a dry Eye. O 
Fiat God would affeft, and turn thee 
$oow, that he: may not nereafter turn 
Wthce into Hell, with the Wicked, and with 
"Wthe Nations that forget God. Take it 
 Fiindly of bim that tells thee that . the 
'Vay thou art in is leading thee to Hell, © 
'M-/al. 1. laſt, The Wa 9 of the ungodly ſhall 4 
þ periſh, "8 2. All Þ 
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2, All Ordinances and Providences 
mean and aim at thy Converſion. All 
Ordinances, -1 John 2. 1. Theſe things 
write I unto you, that you fin not. Al] 
Providences, Amos 4. thus and thus, {zys 
God, have I done unto you, and yet 
Je have not turned unto we, faith the Lov! 
Hoſea 2. 6. See what Way God takes 
to bring Men to their right Minds ; 
© make them firſt thoughtful and ſe» 
rious; (for Conſideration is the firſt Step 
to Converſion, it they ſhall, as Solozon 
ipeaks in his Dedication Prayer , bethinh 
themſelves and pray, bethink themſelves 
and return) therefore the Wiſz God 
afftiicts us, diſappoints us, in the World, 
on purpoſe to bring us into a think- 
ing frame or poſture of Mind. There- 
fore ſays God there, Behold I will hedge 
up thy Way with Thorns, and "make 4 
all, that ſhe ſhall not find her Paths ; 
W and ſhe ſhall follow after her Lovers, but 
ll fall not overtake 'em 5, and ſhe ſhall ſc: 
ll "em, but ſhall not find them * Now wht 
ſhall be the effect of all this? See in 
the following words how the Deſign ©: 
God takes place 5 Ther ſhall ſh: ſay, ! 


will 20 and return to my firſt Husband, for 


then was it better with me than now. 


lt 
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'f he bring3 a Soul into the Wildernels, 
tis with a Deſign of Grace. 

3. It is a very high Priviledse, that 
Man, after his Revolt arſd Apoſtacy 
from God, may return again to him. 
| Iſai. 55. 1. Ho, everyone that thirſteth, come 
ye to the Waters; and he that kath no 
| Money, coxre and buy Wine and Milk with- 
out Money, and without Price. How would 
the fallen Angels rend the Air with 
wich their joyful Shouts was bat this 
Liverty preClaim'a to them 2? 

God the Father would hive you re- 
turn, As T live, ſaith the Lord, I de- 
light not in the Death of a Sinacr, but that 
the Wicked turn from his |Vay, and live © 
Turn ye, turn ye, from your evil Ways, for 
why will you die, O Houſe of Iracl 2 Je- 
{nz Chriſt would have vou returo. 
Jerafalem, Jeruſalem, thou that killeſt the 
Prophets, and ſloneſt them that are ſent 
lunto thee, how oficrs would 1 have ga- 
thered 1hy Children toretiver, as an Hen ga» 
thereth her Chickens under her V!ings, 
and ye would not? The Holy Spirit ſhews 
his willingneſs, whillt he fands at the 
Doors and. /,ocketh, if any Man hear »ny 
Woice, and oven the Door, 1 will cone an 
to bin, and Sup with him, and be with 
F2 7, 
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me. YourRelations long impatiently for 
the Day of your Converſion. O that Ih- 
mael -ight live before thee! How ofticn 
have ſome of 'em been ſighing this Prayer 
before God ! Can you ſee *em? Again, 
F ask you, can you ſee 'em come 
out of their Cloſets with their red 
Eyes, whilit they have been weeping 
over their dead Children: Dead, I mean, 
in Treſpaſſes and Sins Can you {ce 
this, and not be concern'd about your 
own Souls > Once more, Saints on 
Earth, and the Saints 1n Heaven, and 
the Holy Angels of God, would rejoice 
to ſce this Day. There ms Joy in the 
Preſence of the Angels of God over on: 
Sinner that repenteth, more than ninety 
and nin? juſt Perſons that need no Re- 
permit ance. 

4. There 1s no true Reſt for tie 
Soul ſhort of God. Pſal. 43. Returs 
wato thy Reſt, O my Soul, We turn but 
from one Vanity to another, till we 
rturn to God, If ye will enquire, c- 
quire 3 come ye, The longer you con- 
:1nne in your Natural State, the far- 
ther you go from God. 


Objed 


ObjeF. None can Convert himſelf. 
Anſw. The Duty 1s ours, the Strength 


whereby we muſt perform it is God's, | 


Phil. 2. 13. Work out your own Salvation 
with Fear and Trembling ; for tis God 
that worketh in you. To ſhake oft Sloth, 
'tis ſaid, Work out your own Salvation ; 
to prevent. Difcouragement, 'tis ſaid, 
God worketh in you. Go then to God 
in Prayer, and put him upon working. 
Jer. 31. 18. Tirr thou me, and I ſhall 


| be turned for thou art the Lord my 
God, 
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LUKE XIX. 9, 10. 
And Jeſus ſaid unto him, T his Day 


is Salvation come to this Houſe, 
forſomuch as He is alſo the Sn 
of Abraham. For the S9n 
Man is come to feek and ty 


fave that which 1s bot. 


E are now come to the laſt 

thing in this Notable Story, 

Chriſt's Anſwer to, or Apology tor, 
Lacchens. | 

Let me firſt divide and explain the 


Words; in which, 


1. Good News to this poor Sint, 
This Day is Salvation come to this Voujſe, 
I am come who am the Author of Sai- 
vation, and' I may bring 1t to mY 

| Wi 
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will; for Tamas the Procurer, ſo the 
Lord Diſpencer, of it. 

Oveſt, How ſaid to come to this 
Houte ? 

Anſw, The Lord comes more near to 
us at ſome times than at others. If. 
55. 6. Seck ye the Lord while he may 
be found, call ye upon him while he is 
near, There are Seaſons of Grace 
wherein God comes nearcr to us than 
at other times, and will bz more ea{t- 
ly found of us; waen Gol takes one 
In a Family, he means that as a Patern 
and Pledge of what he will do for 
others: As Paxl's Converfton was a 
Patern to the whole unregenerate 
World, ſo the Convertion of a partt- 
cular Son}, in an Houſe or Family, 1s 
to that Family a PATERN of 
GRACE. Such are truly in effe&t 
ol, .that if they will come 1n, Chriſt 
tands viith his Arms open, ready to 


receive 'ein; and they are thereby in- | 
vited to lay hold on their preſent Op- 


Wportunity, as thoſe of Gemneſaret , 
With. 14. laſt. Meſſengers are upon 
Woe Lord Chriſt's Arrival thither, ſent 
borthwith through that Ifland, to ſum- 
mon 
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mon them, or give 'em notice, tht 
Chriſt was come, and now was thc; 
Opportunity, of brinzing their Sick, a:1d 
thoſe that had need ot Healing. 

2, Chriſt's Apology to the Jews tor 
Zacchens, or his own Work upon him, 
He is the Seed of Abraham as well 
they, Though he 1s a Gentile, yet tc 
1s a Believer, The Seed of Abrahan 
docs not Iye among the Jews only, but 
alſo atong tie Gertiles, Rom. 11. 
7. Iſrael hath mot obtained that which he 
ſeeket for, but the Eledion hath obtains 
it, and the reſi were blinded. Sill | 
do nothing in all this con rary to, 0r 
beyond, the Co:mmilltion r. ceiv'd from 
my Fainer, 


£ueſt. But why does he Addreſs ti): 
Diſcourſe to Zacchens, which 15 mean! 
to the Jews there preſent ? 
| Anſw. He would not throw away 
his Words; it would avail nothing to 
ſpeak to the Jews, they would ti 
murmur: He will thcreſore contvrt 
Zacchens, who may be ſuppos'd to be 
ageriev'd and troubled at the env1cus 


I Ccnſures of his Netghbo.rs. 


3. Con 
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3. Confirmation of all this from hence. 
x, It was the Errand on which the 
Father ſent him. 

2, It was his Deſign in coming, to 
ſeck and to ſave, To drwin, that 
which was loſt, be it never ſo mean, 
whether among the Jew or Gentile. 

Where, 


1. A Deſcription of Man's ſad Con- 
dition, by Nature he is a loft Perſon. 
2. Condeſcending Care and Love of 
Jeſus Ch'iſt, he came fo great a Jour- 
ney to ſeek him up, and to ſave him. 


Fron the Words thus divided and ex- 
plain'd, 


Obſ; 1. When Chriſt comes, Salva- 
to! com''s to that Hotiſe. Our Inte- 
reſt in Chriſt, gives us a Right and 
\W Title to Eternal Life; and introduces 
"Fand plants Life in our Souls. When 
he is receiv'id and entertain'd by a 
Soul, he then becomes a Saviour, Fohn 
Ul. 12, Our Salvation ſtands only in 
As of Chriſt, and our Intereſt 
Nl OM. 


- On 


Again, . 


I Liberty of Acceſs to himielt, as the 
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Again, The Converſion of ſome i; 
ſo plain and ſenſible, that the very 
Day thereot is known, talked of with 
Pleaſure, and remembred for ever. 
Some few can ſay, On iuch a Day, and 
in ſuch a Place, I was wrought upon, 
Twas ſo indeed with Paul, but it js 
not ſo with all. Grace ſlides inſenſ- 
bly into the Hearts of ſome without 
[noiſe and notice; and the Kingdom 
of Grace comes not with Obſervation 
as to them. I 
2, Joyiul Tidings to us poor Gen- 
tiles who write and read theſe Lines, 
in that a BELIEVING GENTILE 
is as much a Son of Abraham, as 2 b:> 
lieving Jew, Gal. 2. liſt. The Partition 
Wall that once was up, and kept us 
at a diſtance, 15 now thrown down. 
O what ſolemn Thanks and Adorations 
owe we to the Divine Wiſdom ard 
Goodneſs, that has of his own accord 
demoliſh'd it, and has given us as {ree 


[ 


Jew by Nature | 

2. If Chriſt will ſave a Soul, he muſl 
firſt ſeek it. We do' not icek him tt! 
he has firſt found us. Prov. rt. 20, HY 
ſtands and calls, Bit that will not a, 
therefore 
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Wherefore he goes out into the Streets, 
Wand fetches them in. Wiſdom crieth 
Wnithout, ſhe uttereth her Voice in the 
WStreets - How long, je Simple Ones, will ye 

love Simplicity 2 And the Scorners delight in 
Witeir Scorning, and Fools hate Knowledge 2 
Mn you, &c. Tai. 65. 1. 1 am ſought 
Wof them that acked not for me: I am 
Mind of then that ſought me not c I ſaid, 
Behold me, behold me, unto a Nation that -:. 
was pot called by my Name, He firſt chuſes 
us, and then we chuſe him. Te have 
Wt choſen me, but I have choſen you. 
&s, they did chuſe him, but under- 
Wand it only of Priority of Choice. 
MWHe firſt loves us, and then we love 
Wim. We love him, ſays St. John, be- 
aſe he firſt loved us. 


| From the whole of the Words thus 
expounded, take this ; 
| DoF. It was Chriſt's Condeſccnding 
1d Gracious Deſign in coming to ſeek 
and ſave loſt Souls. 


I enquire, 


| 1. How Man is iaid to be loſt; 
G 2, Shew 
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2, Shew it was Chriſt's Deſign ill 
Coming ; and *tis ſtill his Employmen@] 
to ſeek and fave loſt Souls. | 
3. The Condeſcending Grace conſpi 


cuous in all this. 
4- The Uſes. | 


1, How is Man ſaid to be loſt? 


4. Loſt to God, So the Prodigal 

| wag accounted by his Father. This wi 
Sox was dead, and is alive; was li 
Will ard is found, Loſt to God, inafmuc 

| as he has no Glory from him. True 

| He ſerves his Generation, and honours 
| Godas a God of Nature ; as the Chirp- 
| ing Sparrow, or Singing Nightingale, 


olorifies its Creator: But he does ot 
give God his principally deſigned Glo- 
ry. The Glory of the New Creatiouſf 
was moſt in the Creator's Eye, when 
he laid the Foundation of this World; 
Hence after Converſion 3 which is no- 
thing elſe but Redemption apply'd, af 
Soul is ſaid to be found, and again to bt 
redeemed to God, out of all Kindred, 
and Tongues, and People, &*. 

wm 2. Heis loſt to the Church of God, 
In to his Relations and Friends. As yy 
_—_ woul 
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would rejoice in his Converſion, fo at 
Woreſent they mourn in his continu'd Re- 
Wrolt and Apoſtacy. | 
CHILDREN, you know not what 
WScrrow and Griet of Heart your Pa- 
rents have upon your account, Many a 
Prayer, many a Tear, you neither ſee 
nor hear any thing of : All which, if 
they be not anſwered in your Conver- 
fon, will tend to make your Hell the 
hotter. 
CHILDREN! What hopes can god- 
Wy Parents or Friends have of you in 
your Courſe and Way? What hope 
could Iſaac and Rebekah have of their 
Son Eſau, when he could not ſo much as 
bear tO be in the Houſe with them, could 
not bear their godly Counſel and Com- 
many, but runs as far from them as he 
an, and from Ordinances too, and ra- 
ther chuſes Mount Seir, a Place fit for 
"Came and Pleaſure ? 
OSoul! Snall I prevail with thee to 
"Wit down and conſider thy loſt State ? 
Micha loſt his Gods (that yet were no 
Gods) and how does he cry out under his 
inppoled Loſs? Te have taken away my 
Gods, and what have I more? The Peo- 
{Wiz of God mourn it they loſe the Light 
G 2 of 
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of God's Conntenance for a time only 
whereas thou haſt loſt him, and art 1ik+ 
to loſe him, tor ever, and yet art merry, 
altho::gh Salvation is as impoſlible t5 
thee in thy preſent State, as 1t 1s to reach 
the Stars, to ſtop the Race of the Sun, or 
alter the Courſe of Day and Night. There 
cannot be a more ſad Demonſtration #i- 
"en, that thou art loft indeed, than this; 
thou art wholly inſenſible of, and unat- 


fefted aboui. this thy Loſs, 


_ Readcr, I b-(cech thee in the Bowel; 
of Chrii', and as thou loveſt thy on 


Soul, tiat thou wilt conſider, and talk 
with thy {lt a little over this very Mat- 


ter; O my Soul, are theſe things ſo, an! 


am I till ſecure? Can I riſe and go to 
ed in a Chriſtleſs State ? 


2, It was Chriſt's Deſign in Coming, 
and it is ſtill his Employment to ſeek and 
{ave loit Souls. 

1. He faves 'em. Tf it be askK'd how? 
I anſwer, by his Blood, Col. 1. 20. Fs 
wing made Peace through the Blood of hi: 
Croſs, by him to reconcile all things to hinr 


felf. By the Merit of his Croſs he pir- 


chas'd Redemption: This is the Pro- 
curing Cauſe of Salvation. He waſhes 
away 
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away our Guilt; and ſo diſſolves the 
Obligation under which we lay to Pu- | 
niſhment. Then he ads ia the Power ' 
of his Royalty ; that 1s, as a King, and 
zpplies this purchas'd Redemption by the 
efficacy of his Spirit, in cleanſing us trom 
our filthineſs. * Epheſ; 5. 26. That he 
might ſanitifie and cleanſe it by the waſh- 
ins of Water by the Word. 

2. He ſeeks them in order to ſave 
them. When on Earth he walks up an4 
down, even to wearineſs. John 4. Being 
weary, he ſate thus on the Well, Now (ll 
he ſets up a Candle in the Miniſtry of the 
Word, and wiile the Miniſtry 1s ſtriking 
Light out of the Word, the Spirit of God 
cauſes ſome Sparks to fly 11to this Con- 
icience, and ſome into that ; the Word 
invites and enlizhtens the Mind: The 
Spirit enclines the Will, and draws the 
Heart, Song 5. He put in his Hand by the 
bole of the Door. © 

At other times he ſends out Aﬀiictions- 


; to fetch in his Warderers. All his Pro- 
; Fidences tend to this, either to convert 


5 


Or to build up Souls, when they are al- 
caly come into the Houſe of God. 

2ueft, How does the Croſs do this? Or 
ow do Afﬀiitions tend hereunto 2 


G 3 Anſ”s, 


—  __— 


\ TOz2 Diſcourſes on 


Anſw. They tend to make the Mind 
more attentive. Fer. 22.21. I ſpake un- 
to thee in thy Proſperity, but thou ſaidſt, I 
will not hear * This hath been thy manner 
from thy Youth,#hat thou obey'ſt not my Voice, 
And alſo more ſolid ; therefore *tis ſaid, 
In the Day of Adverſity conſider. Again, 
Ecclef. 7. 2. It 3s better to go to the Houſe 
of Mourning, than to the Houſe of Feaſt- 
ing ; for that is the end of all Men, and 
the Living will lay it to Heart, Many 
Thouſands had been loſt for ever, had 
not the Rod of God been laid upon 
'em. The Rod is not more neceſſary in 
the Family, in the Education of our 
Children, than the Croſs in the Hand of 
God is for our Spiritual Profit. The 
Queſtion 15 not, whether God cou'!d not 
deal with us fome other way ? &o ©: 
could without Ordinances ; but conlider- 
inz the Conſtitution and Frame of Hu-N 
ma1n2 Nature, and the whole Make oiÞf 
Man, as he 1s, we cannot thrive in th 
Spiritual Life without: it. I Appeal to 
the Spiritual! Experience of all thoſe that 
are not unacquainted with God's Way 
wito his People, whether it b2 not tlius! 
Hezekiah (aid, Fe would walk fofily ol his 
Days. Agaiil, {hon ſaidſt thou wou!:!s 
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» more tranſereſs ; ({o br51d awake we +. 
are under the ſmart of the Rod) but our " 
Purpoſes are ſoon broken, 1.4 we forget | 
the Vows of God upon us; ſo that Af- 
fictions muſt not only riſe up a Second 
time, but a Seventh ;z nay, Seventy times 
Seven. The Prodigal had never return'd : 
to his Father's Houſe again, had he not 
been in Straits: Nay, had not thoſe 
Straits been {o hard upon him that he 
knew not where elſe to go. 

2. Asthey tend to wean us from the 
World, and all Creature Comforts. Hof. 
2. 14. God brings his into a Wilderneſs, 
that ſo he may have an Opportunity at 
laſt of ſpeaking comfortably unto them, But 
mind V. 6. Re firſt ſtops up her Way with 
Thorns, clogs it with ſuch Difficulties, 
ſhe can no way deliver her ſelf from. 


| The Prodigal is brought ſo low, he 


wants a piece of Bread before he would 
determine to return to his Father. 
Then, fays he, and not till then, [ will 


| ariſe, aud goto my Father. Then ſays 


the Church in Ofee, I will return to my 


| firſt Husband, for then was it better with 
| we than now. 


3. What 


 DITCONTTE 


3. What ..ondeſcenſion and Grace 
were evider:! herein. 
== Azſw. Ho ls usover and over this 
Wn was his Deiign in Coming. O wonde- 
rous Care of Chriſt over poor abje& 
Man ! 'Tis a wonder that any Man or 
Woman on Earth ſhould be faved, 
ſince we are brought ſo low by the 
Fall: But that he ſhould diſregard the 
World of Angels, and look over into 
ours, is aſtoniſhing Goodneſs. Prov. 8. 
4. Onto you, O Men, I call, and my 
Voice is to the Sons of Men. His Care 
concerning us 15s repreſented and ſet 
-_ out under the Similitude. of a diligent 
Shepherd, who leaves the Ninety aud 
Nine feeding in the Wilderneſs, where 
they are ſafe, and goes to ſcek that one 
q;| that is loſt, Then when he might have 
i! ſpurn'd at it with his Foot, becauſe it 
i caus'd him all this Trouble, he not- 
i withſtanding (becauſe it was tired, and 
W unable to go) lays it upon his Should-r, 
and brings it home, Lake 15. 3,—7. and 
M 3s exceeding tender of it. Iſai. 40. 1t. 
I He ſhall feed his Flock like a Shepherd : 
I. Ctis a Prophecy of Chriſt, and his kind 
Treatment of Souls) He ſball gather the 
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Lambs with his Arm, and carry then in 


his Boſom, and ſhall gen. lead. thoſe 
that are with Young, The ncients (as 
we have it handed to us by a Modern 
. Writer) were ſoaffe&ed with this Con- 
| deſcention- of the Son of God, that they 
usd to Engrave this Emblem upon 
their Sacred Chalices, or Sacramental 
Cups, A SHEPHERD WITH 
A SHEEP UPON HIS SHOULDER. 
O, what doth this Call for ? Sure no leſs 
than our high and admiring T houghts. 
Land my Companions were all as Sheep 
wandering from God, all of us equally 
loit on the Waſtes of the World: They 
were, Lord, more worth thy ſeeking than 
f, Such an One could have done thee 
more Service than Hundreds of ſuchas 
I, O how, how, is it, Lord, Thou haſt 
manifeſted thy ſelf to me, and not unto the 
World? Shew thy thankfulneſy by lov- 
ing and obeying him. 

Ofc 1. Exhortation. 

Labour to ſee thy ſelf thus loſt, and 
| be reſtleſs till thou art got out of it, Thy + 
| Civility, thy good Nature, and excellent 
Temper, cannot ſave a loſt Soul. Thou 
| needeſt an Intereſt in Chriſt. It was thy 
| Union with the firſt Adam that —_ 
| To, ; ki,ce: 
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{| thee: So thy Cnion with Chriſt ſaves 
_ thee. 1 Cor. 15. 22, As in Adam all die, 
even ſo in Criſt ſhall all be made alive. 
| QUſe 2. Of Encouragement to the 
WW Young Convert. 
WW. Thy Faith is yet very weak, and thy 
dj, Fears muſt needs be proportionably 
Fl ftrong, in that thou haſt as yet no Ex- 
Wi perience to {trengthen thy Faith. Expe- 
$3! rience gives ſtrength to Faith. Joſh. 24. 
Bl! 31. Iſrael ſerved the Lord all the Days of 
} Joſhua, ard all the Days of the Elders 
Bil that extiived Joſhua, and which had kyrown 
Br all the Work of the Lord, which he had 
tt done for Iſrael, Judges 2. 7. Thy Aft 
1 fections at firſt are high, and thy Know- 
Wi leczeas low; yet, Chriſtian, ſolong as 
7 Grace fetches Reaſons for doing us good, 
WW even from our Folly and Sin, what 
i ſhould diſcourage? 1/as. 57. 17, 28. For 
i! the Iniquity of his Covetouſneſs was Þ wroth, 
ll and ſmote him: I hid me, and was wroth, 
Hi and he went on frowardly in the Way of his 
WW Heart; I have ſeen his Ways, and will 
i heal him: I will lead him alſo, and will 
[1 | reſtore Comforts to him, and to his Mour- 
# zers. Aſtoniſhing Grace ! 
I Objed. Iam unworthy. | 
CE: : al 
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Anſw. All indeed are ſc. Chriſt deals 
with none but ſuch ; if (oi art ſenſt- 
ble of it, that is all that + needful co 
prepare thee for Chriſt, 1 #ke 4.18. | 

ObjeF. O! But my Day of Grace 1s 
over. OO” 
Anſw; Who told thee ſo? Satan does 
not know it, nor canſt thou conclude 
ſo of thy ſelf. For though thy Soul ar 
preſent cleave to the Duſt, it may riſe a- 
o2in 35 but thou may'ſt be ſure *tis not ſo, 
ſo long as thou canſt feel any one Mo- 
tion of the Spirit of God upon thy Spirit, 
Rev. 3. 20. or any one Spiritual Breath» : | 
ing or Deiire after Chriſt. | 

3. I am not humbled enough. | 

Anſw. From 1 Chroz. 29. 14. You can 
only bring him of his own: Be content 
then to own thy Poverty, and give him - 
the Glory of Enriching thee. Who am I, 
end what is my People, that we ſhould be 
able to offer F-4 willingly after this ſort £ 
For all things come of thee, and of thine © 
| 022 have we given thee. 
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| Age 29. line 5. read the Queſtion, gc; thus. Que 
1 P How did Feſus hs him, having never ſeen bam Foo 
'- as Man? Aniw. As God he had oft, &c. p. 46. 1, 2. t. 
sRey do not ſo paſſimately, &c, p. 47. 1. 25. Ir. what it will 
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